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Abraham or Lot-- 


Which Are You? 


By Evangelist John Linton 
328 Belle Isle View, Riverside, Windsor, Canada 


“And the Lord appeared unto him [ Abra- 


ham] in the plains of Mamre: 


and he sat in 


the tent door in the heat of the day.”—Gen. 


18:1. 


“And there came two angels to Sodom at 
even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom.”’— 


Gen. 19:1. 


One of the titles of the Bible 
is the Sword of the Spirit. A 
sword cuts, it divides. A sword 
separates. And when the Word of 
God, like a sword, falls on peo- 
ple gathered in churches or as- 
semblies anywhere, it divides them 
into two classes—the saved and 
the unsaved, the believers and the 
unbelievers, those bound for Hea- 
ven, and those bound for Hell. 


complains that carnal Christians 
often act like unsaved men. He 
says the carnal Christian is given 
to envy, to arguing, to strife, lead- 
ing to divisions and cliques in the 
church. He may have been saved 


(Continued on page 10) 


But while this twofold division 
of mankind is known to most 
Bible readers, not so many of us 


are aware that the Word of God|- 


also falls upon groups of Chris- 


tians, and in turn divides them| 


into two classes—spiritual Chris- 
tians and carnal 
message has to do with these two 
distinct classes of the saved. 


In I Corinthians 3:1,3 we read, 
“And I, brethren, could not speak 


unto you as unto spiritual, but as |/ 


unto carnal, even as unto babes in 
Christ. For ye are yet carnal: 
for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and divisions, 


are ye not carnal, and walk as|j 


men.” 
Here are three groups mention- 
ed: spiritual Christians, carnal 


Christians. This | # 


Christians, and unsaved men. Paul 


SS 


—Heb. 2:1-4. 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, 
Associate Editor 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken 
by angels was stedfast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just recompence of re- 
ward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with 
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will ?’’ 


Years ago a mighty ocean steamer was silently ploughing 
its way across the majestic Atlantic when the spine-chilling 
scream pierced the air, “Man overboard!” In the immediate 
excitement and confusion that followed the first tragic an- 
nouncement, one well-dressed businessman raced across the 
deck crying, “That man is my brother! I’ll pay $5,000 to the 


one who saves him!” 


Seemingly in no time at all a 
lifeboat had been lowered and, as 
passengers and crew alike lined 
the rail shouting cheers of en- 
couragement, the drowning man 
was pulled into the lifeboat and 
returned to the steamer. A strong 
rope was lowered from the ship 
to the lifeboat, steady hands fas- 
tened it under the arms of the 
victim, and the signal to hoist 
away was given. Higher and high- 


What Definite and Desirable Results 
Will Definite and Determined 
Prayer Produce? 


aaa 
“The supplication of a righteous man availeth much 


By R. A. Torrey 


in its working.”—James 5:16 R.V. 


My subject this morning is, 
“What Definite and Desirable Re- 
sults Will Definite and Determined 
Prayer Produce?” You will find 
the text on which all we have to 
say is based in James 5:16: “The 
effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 
These words of God set forth 
prayer as a working force, as a 
something that brings things to 
pass that would not come to pass 
if it were not for prayer. This 
comes out even more clearly in 
the Revised Version. “The sup- 
plication of a righteous man avail- 
eth much in its working.” While 
this translation means practically 
the same thing as the Authorized; 
it is not only a more accurate 
translation but it is also a more 
suggestive one. It tells us that 
prayer is something that works, 
and that it availeth much because 
of its ‘‘working.” Yes, prayer cer- 
tainly does work. A contrast is 
often drawn by many between 
praying and working. 

I knew a man once who was 
an officer in a Sunday School in 
Brooklyn, and the superintendent 
one day called on him to pray. He 


™ 


arose and said, “I am not a pray- 
ing Christian, I am a working 
Christian.” 


But praying is working. It is the 
most effective work that anyone 
can do, that is, we can often bring 
more to pass by praying than we 
can by any other form of effort 
we might put forth. 


Furthermore, prayer, if it be 
real prayer, the kind of prayer 
that avails much with God, often- 
times is harder work than any 
other kind of effort; it takes more 
out of one than any other kind of 
effort. 


When Mr. Alexander and I went 
to Liverpool for our second series 
of meetings there, Rev. Musgrave 
Brown, Vicar of one of the lead- 
ing Church of England parishes in 
the city, was chairman of our 
committee. His health gave out 
the very first week of the meet- 
ings and he was ordered to Swit- 
zerland by his medical man. Soon 
after reaching Switzerland he 
wrote me saying, “I hoped to be 
of so much help in these meetings 


and anticipated so much from! 


them, but here I am, way off here 
in Switzerland, ordered here by 
my medical man, and now all I 
can do is to pray.” Then he 
added, “But after all, that is the 
greatest thing anyone can do, is 
it not?” Then he still further 
added, “And real prayer takes 


(Continued on page 7) 


Dr. R. A, Torrey 


er they lifted him until finally, 
just as they were about to pull 
him over the rail of the vessel, 
the rope slipped and the man fell, 
hit the prow of the lifeboat, then 
sank into the Atlantic without 
ever surfacing again, 

This true incident is a modern 
parable representing myriads of 
men and women in our twentieth 
century. Unnumbered thousands 
have been brought to the very 
threshold of salvation, have ac- 
knowledged that they were sin- 
ners on the road to Hell, have 


admitted that the finished work of 


Christ could fully save them, have | 


literally trembled with the pun- 
gent conviction of the Holy Spirit's 
persistent pleading to trust Christ; 
but have steadfastly refused ta 
make their decision and eventu- 
ally slipped away into Hell. 


It was not that they conscious- 


ly hated Christ—they merely neg- 
lected His so great salvation. It 
was not that they did not believe 
the Bible- 


they just put off set- 


'tling things with God. It was not 
(Continued on page 3) 


Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 


LETTER MONTH HERE! 


We Want to Hear From Every Reader in March Letter 
Month. Send Report of Blessing, Encouragement, 
Suggestions. Several Letters Printed Weekly; 
Special Concessions to Encourage You 


By the Editor 


We are making the period from the time you receive 
this Sword of the Lord through the month of March our 
annual Letter Month in 1956! We look forward to this time 
when we can hear from many, many thousands. It is always 
a busy time and a happy time. When I was in the army in 
World War I, I remember with what great interest we soldiers 
answered the mail call. How busy and happy were those 
who received letters from home! And how disappointed were 
those whose expected letters did not come! Yes, we are hap- 
py when our annual Letter Month comes. We would like to 
have a letter from every reader of The Sword of the Lord in 
this happy and profitable Letter Month! 


Why Write? 
Why should you write us a 
letter? There are four reasons we 
think are important. 


1. We WANT your ietters. 
Everybody who writes a letter 
wants an answer. Everybody who 
loves and prays for someone and 
who is eager for their fellowship 
wants a letter. Well, the readers 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD are, to 
us, a great family of much-loved 
friends. No mother ever cooked 
dinner for a big family with any 
more anxious care to please and 
bless loved ones than the care 


EE 


——7~ | 


| 
with which 


we prepare THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD each week! 
The mother likes comment on her 
wonderful pie; for the same reason 
we want your letter saying, 
“Thank you for THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp,” or “That article was just 
what I needed!” 

We may seem*td be a long way 
from you, but we do not feel that 
way about our readers and we 
do not want you to feel that way. 
Won't you write us and tell us 
that we are not making a lonely 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Letter Month Tips | 


LETTERS WE LOVE 


By Rev. Robert L. Sumner 
Associate Editor 


|= 


AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING REVIVAL WEEKLY 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litr.D., Editor and Publisher 
EVANGELIST ROBERT L. SUMNER, Associate Editor 
EVANGELIST BILL RICE, Contributing Editor 

GRACE RICE MAacMULLEN, Circulation Manager 


CO-OPERATING BOARD 
DR. RICHARD V. CLEARWATERS, president Conservative Baptist Association, 
dean of Northwestern Seminary, Minneapolis; 


i. The Criminal Who Wanted a 
Second Chance. 

8. “It Is Finished” 

9. The Torn Veil 

10, Facing the Pierced Jesus 


Two of these sermons have 
never been printed in book form. 
We have collected these ser- 
mons, favorites of the evangelist, 
the ones which have blessed his 
own soul the most, the ones which 


tears, we believe, as they read 
these sermons. It is a book for 
lost sinners, and we trust that 
many, many souls will find Christ 
as they read the burning invi- 
tations and the plain’ gospel 
preaching in this book. 

And it is yours free, with every 
cash retail order of $10 or more, 
or with every gift of $10 or more 
to the Sword of the Lord, DUR- 
ING LETTER MONTH ONLY! 


offer during Letter Month, from 
now till the last of March, to fill 
orders for the famous 24-page 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?”, in this special printing 
of dark green ink on nice yellow 
paper, for only $1 -per 100 plus 
15¢e postage and handling. : 

Many a Christian ought to keep 
a handful of these booklets in @ 
container or on a table near the 


DR. BOB COOK, president Youth for Christ International, Wheaton, I1.; have been used before great con- Y i : : O front door and give a copy to 
DR. M. R. DEHAAN, Radio Bible Class Broadcast, Grand Rapids, Mich.; gregations over America, for ou may buy this beautiful|eyery tradesman, every salesman 
DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN, president Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIL; = wee large book on the crucifixion of! wy, : 

DR. BILLY GRAHAM, evangelist, Washington, D. C.; special reading on the matter of) wi for $250 plus 15 who comes to the door. Most 
DR. FBS 2AM ge one The ee wnat $m famous eee SS aed the trial and crucifixion of Jesus f rs md $ Th Pp aa vc ries Christian women ought to have 
DR. BOB JONES, evangelist founder Bob Jones University, Greenville, 5. C.; bats if you like. ousands : , , 

DR. BOB JONES, JR., president Bob Jones University, Greenville, S. C.: Christ. Here all the great y of people | copies in their purse and most 


DR. SAM MORRIS, The Voice of Temperance broadcast. San Antonio, Tex.: 


doctrines of the Bible are made 


will, But you may have it free! 


Christian men ought to carry cops 


For Letter Month only we make some really attractive 
concessions to Sword readers. We are so anxious to hearjhave bought 5,000 copies of this 
from you that we offer the following remarkable gifts. book. We will send a copy, absolu- . 
tely free, for every cash retail or- Here are some letters that brought great Joy to our 
der, or every gift to the Sword) .arts and which we pass on to you now for two reasons. 
tap Picts 6 obese rey stay First, we want you to share in the blessing resulting from 
‘ aa the Shae staves und. our ministry around the world. Second, we want to give you 
Dr. Daniel Poling, famous|Some samples of the kind of letters we want during Letter 
Christian leader, editor The} Month.” These letters are right to the point and tell definitely In 
Christian Herald, says, “The| what The Sword of the Lord, or our booklets, have meant 1S 
CLASSICS Illustrated edition of to the writers. ar 
THE STORY OF JESUS is the at vil 
sort of thing I have been waiting| The first letter comes from the really ‘hit him squarely between ta 
| for. It deserves the success that I}Corentyne Coast of British Guiana. the eves’ He said he was just or 
believe it will achieve. It should It says: ‘boiling’ after every message, yet In 
be circulated—on merit—in_ the “Greetings in Jesus’ name, he had to come back. Later, ha es 
— . “IT have read one of your book-| was converted, has a nice family ch 
scutnt Seliadiie alk apiant wala ts lets, What Must I Do to Be Saved? and goog OusINESS, and is now) th 
the classic King James vernacular, | 7! enlightened me very much, I pastor of a wgorous, growing | 
and that it tells that immortal | “2 worshipping a goddess by the cneeron P cary a larger town wm to 
story, the greatest story ever told, | 2” Of Kalie. I used to offer up) Wisc aye ' Cl 
res age , Te" 4, | goat’s blood as a sacrifice to this [HE SWORD OF THE LorpD truly 
oe a eee goddess yearly. In our mother | encourages Christian workers and ~- 
me ; ‘country. India (Madras), they; \ayman in their labors for our 
The boos pring bao Spree, | wee a ae a human eccettioa | Lord all over the world. A minister to 
sa tye raed ow try et was deep in idolatry. I am the|in Great Britain recently wrote Pr 
read will delight in it. Those who|0"y. one out of my family who) Us saying: | 
cannot read will look at the pic- | 18 come out from this cotece: eA : “IT have difficulty im expressmg ’ 
tures with fascination as Mother | worship. I was the most wicked | just how much f admire ana value 
or Dad reads the story. Every | man that Rose Hall Village ever) your ministry through the printed 
home where THE SworD OF rug | Produced, and everybody in the page. We don't have anything in 
LORD comes ought to have one of village was afraid of me, because) this country quite like it im of 
these books. O. K., yours is free I was a notorious drunkard, a straight-from-the-shoulder f or t h« H 
Meee eo | with every cash retail order dur- gambler and there were worse rightness. I love it, brother; keep to 
ae ERATE uss é ing Letter Month. That order gift acts I used to do. it up. My spiritual experiencd ne 
: ve ke stgt you planned to send—better do it| “Praise God, I have accepted stems from the out-and-out brand m 
SR ne aia now. And remember the address:|Jesus Christ. as my personal’ of Christianity blossoming in your, 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 | Saviour, I am saved through His | superb paper. al 
West Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. precious blood. The people in aged “It would do your heart good Hie 
FREE! Big 7x9, 96-page book of ; “i __ | village, most of them are Madras |\if you could see the mild tug of -_ 
colored icture-story of THE)! aul . ..| FREE! With Orders or Gifts|;and Hindu idol worshippers.| war between my wife and me in 
, Sera tee sas | story proceeds as in cartoon books , - i ine | British Guiana is a dense country.| the arrival of * ev l st 
LIFE OF JESUS with every cash} 44 cartoon strips in the Scrip- of $10 or More During Let-| pa CUANG $8 0 COREE. COEETY, | SNS GIFTS OF ONE CUM: Se fl 
retail order or gift of any amount} ;i+es Sometimes one big picture ter Month We Will Send,| “J am confessing Christ to pig as over who will get to read os 
sent to THe Sworp or THE LorD/ covers a page, sometimes there are Without Charge, the Brand | others and begging you please | ue ferst. tH 
during Letter Month! : | three or five or six pictures, with | Néw Book of Dr. John R. | send me few copies and other “The sound evangelical messages 
i ‘J hink of it, 96 big pages, SIZC/tn, conversation and description Rice’s Sermons on the Cru- | C2™stian iiterature. by honoured men of God, thé h: 
(x10 inches, ol colored pictures of | in the language of the Scriptures. | cifixion of Christ “Watch- | (Signed) Ramalingum Armogum | splendid exposure of false cults, me 
the life of Christ. rhe book is pat- ‘From the announcement to Mary, | seach Sitios Sika ’ | | | é 'encluding so-called modernism, , 
terned after the “comic books and ithe virgin birth, on through the | g | A woman in Long Beach, Calif-| thrusts Tue Sworp out miles * 
the paper is ordinary, inexpensive life and ministry of Jesus. His | meses | ornia, writes to tell us how she | beyond the milk and water wun- ve 
paper. But the cover is beautiful. death on-the cross and His resur- | ,sanoaromasteess se Re ae found the What Must I Do to be | certainties of many of our gs0« ; 
The pictures are in full color. The rection from the tomb and ascen-| £2 : 4 Saved? booklet on a_ sidewalk | called Christian writers.” 4 
song Bee saree hy amet sion to Heaven, the story is told. ede =e = |j enn. She says: (Signed) J. Cossar Walker, - a 
an autiful language > a | 
James Version of the Bible. The By a special arrangement, we 4 “I truly believe that God meant A missionary in Guatemala City, it 
. = | for me to read your book because | Central America, writes to ex-~ 5) 
~|it seems to me like a miracle that! press appreciation for THE Sworp -- 
OS: I found it. I was sitting at a bus!or THE LORD being sent by some C 
\stop when I moved my hand and); unknown friend. After thanking oO 
i felt something beside me. When I'them “heartily,” this missionary si 
, Re looked down I saw.your book and | says: « 
Mail Immediately Your “Subscription Agreement” Which | & ° picked it up afier I saw what it was | “2 
Will Reserve for You a FREE 20 Volume Set of SPUR- you [ began looking through it and be-| “The SWORD OF THE LORD is no - 
GEON’S SERMONS . .. MEMORIAL LIBRARY! fore 1 knew it I was reading it.) stranger to me. as I have had the ri 
We Must Know Before February 29th! want you to know that I do| privilege of subscribing to it for + 
> a eee ¥ realize [ am a sinner and that I! years back in the States and also 
Please Hurry: truly believe on Jesus Christ and | sending it to others. Now that I can ~ 
“Me Re : Sey eres & NBS A noe that He died for all of our sins. I/ no longer do so, I praise the Lord 
By Robert L. Sumner, Associate Editor Te caadets otlehl hy desea tiles caieteam | tae ite aneiead co Sin 4 a g 
; Saviour and I thank you very much | it to me and I am reminded of His 2! 
age ie iG ‘i 3 » Teiee DB bt for giving me the chance to read!| promise, ‘Cast thy bread upon the | 
Charles Hadden eet geod ; By Jebrl : Poet SOee eas te Se one: | waters: for thou shalt find it after 
one of the greatest preachers of | other than the illustrious states- (Signed) Sandra Neuman many days.’ (Eccles. 11:1). D 
att tee Gn teemmendons was his | William Ewart Gladstone, aie dae thc oe eee | Pe May the Lord continue to richly 3 
impact upon the people of his day | it makes it all the more signifi- mR. us : ig 7 00 fs A na ely * good letter a {rom &| bless your ministry and that of THE i, 
that when a school boy was asked Cant, ne n Fea ee ee be rab a pm 8 pag pobre non “ge _— ne. bade s] 
in class by his teacher, “Who is| ‘Two weeks ago we announced sat z tae greatly serene ae tt now 4) souls to Christ and preparing a peo- *s 
the Prime Minister of England?” in this paper that we would Eive -- “What Shall I Do Then With oa : - for the ecm. y of the Lord! ti 
the lad responded, “Mr. Spurgeon.” | @ free set of Spurgeon’s greatest | ae rtah = ‘Someone told me he used (Signed) Bea Cooper b 
When you remember that the} Sermons, a $99 value, to everyone | “5 “wn nold the Man!” npc Postage tater Bass Ae. ae baat n 
‘} a sending in 30 subscriptions to THE| “ .-~o~. at hear you, Dr. Rice, preach even| Another missionary writes 
7 aang ty lage tra Regio a aiadiainad on page 5) 4 ren 0 > Bitrnee: Se though every time the things said | (Continued on page 4) 
; . : 4. 1e miess 
5. “Father, Borgive Them... ” 
6. “Come Down From _ the!will burn within them and those] price if possible. So while we will 
fe I Oe. a om Be Cross.” whose eyes will often flood with! be sailiean at a loss, generally, we 
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One A, mrs oa pastor of the Peoples Church, International missionary | resurrection and His second com- Wheaton Illinois ' Y-| rack, or should supply many more 
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DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, Chancellor of Bible Institute of Los Angeles; ing. Here salvation by grace is than that for visitation, for jail erian 
MR. PAT ZONDERVAN, publisher, Grand Rapids: made clear and the evangelistic |. tal Co Lens iad services, street services, and oti 
MR. BERNIE ZONDERVAN, publisher, Grand Rapids. invitation is pressed home to oP Must 1 Do to Be go od?” personal work generally. mone 
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foreign countries $3.00 a year, $6.00 for three years. hearts for the preaching of the| The regular price for the book-| booklet, “What Must I Do to Ba 
. pep Word. It is a book for ministerial} let, “What Must I Do to Be| Saved?” at-the-reduced price dur- F 
K gee ay Pegg aera lag 7 the post office at Newton,! students, to help enrich their lives | Saved?” is $2 per 100. Many times/ing the Letter Month Sale. Res- -\ 
ansas, under the é | ° 7 Estes zn 
ee Office of Publication: The Sword of the Lord, 131 W. 6th St., with | the knowledge of great|we actually lose money on the|member, the price is $1 per 100 t 
Newton. Ks. or the Editorial office at 214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton. doctrines of the Bible and a booklet at that price. However,! plus 15c -postage and handling. I 
Tllinois. Please send all Correspondence and undeliverable copies to| Mighty stirring of _the Spirit for| we give many, many thousands of Order from the Sword of the ‘ 
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Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois common Christians whose hearts} Month we like to make a special | Wheaton, Illinois. ‘ 
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- Christian Films 
for Christ 


By the Editor 


| The moving picture medium of getting attention, teach- 
ing a truth, holding the interest, and stirring the emotions 
is one of the most striking factors in the world of education 
and of entertainment. Soldiers are scientifically trained by 
visual aids: slides and films. Football players see their mis- 


takes, analyze plays of their 


on films, Schools everywhere are teaching children by films. 
In theaters and on the television screen, films are the great- 
est single method of entertainment and instruction. For 
Christians to ignore such powerful methods of getting out 


the Gospel would be childish. 


There are honest people who 
have objections to the use of 
Christian films so it becomes a 
Christian to face the matter with 
@ careful study and an open heart 
to know if Christian films can be 
properly used and if.so, how they 
can best be used, 


What Are Some Objections 
to Christian Films? 


The first objection which most 
of us need to face is prejudice. 
Hollywood uses moving pictures 
to promote every kind of lewd- 
ness, to exploit sex and crime, to 
make money in the entertainment 
awvorld. Hollywood movies are an 
almost unrelieved curse. We be- 
lieve that Christian people ought 
not to attend them nor support 
them, ought not to have their 
standards set and their lives in- 
fluenced by immoral stars, im- 
moral themes, and suggestions of 
Hollywood movies. 

So multitudes of Christians 
have a strong revulsion against 
any use of films by Christian 
people. Since the Devil uses films, 
they do not want Christians to 
use them. On this same basis of 
preconceived prejudice, some 
Protestants will not observe Eas- 
ter because Catholics do observe 
it. Some Christians will not give 
gifts at Christmastime because 
S50me other people get drunk at 
Christmas. Several denominations 
object to any kind of musical in- 
strument being used in a church 
service because instruments are al- 
so used for worldly music. I well 
remember when, in the principal 
evangelical denominations, the use 
of a violin was almost unheard of 
in a church service. The reason? 
Fiddles provided the principal mu- 
sic of old-time dances! But all 
good things belong to God. And 
every means which is, of itself, 
meither good nor bad ought to be 
used to spread the Gospel and 
glorify Christ. The Devil uses the 
printed page, but so should Chris- 
tians. The Devil uses loud speak- 
ing equipment but so, often, 
should the preacher. The Devil 
uses the radio, but so should Chris- 
tians. The Devil uses education, 
but it is not a sin to train the 
mind. 

So the film medium may proper- 


: ( what a blessing to 
HEAR AGAIN! 


Discover how you may hear again so 
clearly you'll easily understand your 
family and friends, even when they 
whisper or mumble. You may recap- 
ture lost pleasures from church, TV, 
radio, social life, win new success. 
For amazing FREE book that re- 
veals how, write: 
BELTONE Dept. 4-332 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the international 
$.S. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True i Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry— hard to lose. 

Can be conveniently studied dur- 
fing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 


only 1ldc. 
FREE Write today for full particulars 
of our famous pocket quarterlies 
‘and other unique Sunday School lessen 
materials and supplies—all fully described 
fm our big FREE catalog which inclades 
Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 

etc. 
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THE HIGLEY PRESS, Bor. “ina. 
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opponents in games recorded 


become as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews; to them that are 
under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are 
under the law; To them that are 
without law, as without law, (be- 
ing not without law to God, but 
under the law to Christ,) that I 
might gain them that are without 
law. To the weak became I as 
weak, that I might gain the weak: 
Il am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save 
some” (I Cor. 9:20-22). 


Paul acted as a Jew, took a 
vow, shaved his head, worshipped 
in the temple to win Jews. To 
others he emphasized the fact that 
he was a Roman citizen of the 
city of Tarsus and insisted that 
circumcision and ceremonial  or- 
dinances were not necessary to 


ly be used to the glory of God | 
without compromising. 

Another group, _ particularly 
some preachers, have a jealous 
fear that the moving picture film 
will supersede the mreacning of 
the Gospel. Some have gone so 
far as to say that God has only 


salvation. To working men he was 
a tent maker. To the synagogue 
congregations he was a rabbi. To 
all he was an apostle. He preach- 
ed publicly, he visited from house 
to house, he wrote Spirit-filled 
letters. Every way possible, Paul 
sought to win sinners. And so 
should we. Any method not for- 
bidden in the Bible and not in it- 
self necessarily wrong ought to 
be used for getting out the Gos- 


ordained the voice as a medium 
of proclamation of the Gospel, and 
that people are to get the Gospel 
only through the ear, not through 
the eye. But they ignore the fact 
that God had the Bible written, 
that object lessons are used 
throughout the Bible (for exam- 
ple, the Lord’s Supper, baptism, 
anointing the sick, the laying on 
of hands, etc.). 

Besides, many movies actually 
preach the Gospel. I have five 
sermons put on films. My voice 
is heard throughout as I preach 
the Gospel. People see me on the 
screen preaching. Sometimes il- 
lustrations are inserted instead of 
the moving picture of me, and as 
the sermon goes on people see the 
illustration I am telling acted 
out before them. Or when I read 
or quote the Bible, the Scripture 
appears on the _ screen before 
them. It is preaching in exactly 
the same sense as I. preach the 
same messages in person. 

And any man who preaches with 
the pewer of God upon him need 
not fear that any device will ever 
do away with the need for the 
preaching of the Gospel. Jealousy 
over preaching is not a good e- 
nough reason to oppose the use of 
good Christian films. 

Some churches oppose any in- 
terruption of the formal order of 


services. This is particularly true | 


of modernistic and formal church- 
es. Actually, the best soul-winning 
churches usually do use Christian 
films in one form or another. But 
formality itself is no blessing but 
a curse. The New ‘Testament 
knows nothing of the _ so-called 
formal worship service. The use of 
altars, worship centers, formal re- 
sponses, memorized prayers, robed 
choirs and minister—these were 
utterly absent in the New Testa- 
ment churches. 

Since the New Testament 
churches did not even have church 
buildings and knew nothing of 
gothic arches, stained glass win- 
dows, and the accouterments of 
a formal service, this is not a 
good argument against the prop- 
er use of good Christian films. 

Another objection is that some 
Christian films have objectionable 
features. This is a good objection a- 
gainst some films, but not against 
all. Some films are wrong in 
doctrine; so are some preachers 
and some churches. Some films 
are made by unconverted people. 
But unfortunately some denomina- 
tional colleges have unconverted 
Bible teachers and some denomi- 
national leaders are infidels. That 
is simply an argument against the 
wrong kind of preachers and 
teachers and the wrong kind of 
workers in Christian films. But 
it is no argument against the 
proper use of good films. 

I think that everybody ought 
to be very careful in the selection 
of good Christian films. I person- 
ally object to one Christian film 
made by fine people and generally 
helpful except that is shows Chris- 
tian young women in shorts and 
I think that is a poor testimony. 


But There Are Wonderfully 
Good Scriptural Reasons for 
Using Christian Films 

First, there is the clear Bible 
reason that we ought to be ail 
things to all men to win them. 


pel. 
Another Bible principle applies 
| here. The Pharisees, in the time of 
the Lord Jesus, insisted that Je- 
sus and His disciples fast on,the 
sgme day as the Pharisees fasted 
and when the disciples of John 
fasted. They insisted that Jesus 
follow the rabbinical teachings as 
did the strict Jewish leaders. They 
wanted Jesus to be a preacher of 
Judaism as they knew it. Instead, 
|'He plainly said that He must 
|not patch up their Old Testament 
| ritualism and ceremonies. Instead, 
|He brought new truth and it must 
be put in new forms. Jesus said, 
“ -. . No man putteth a piece 
lof a new garment upon an old; 
if otherwise, then both the new 
| maketh a rent, and the piece 
that was taken out of the new 
agreeth not with the old. And 
no man putteth new wine into 
old bottles; else the new wine 
burst the bottles, and be spilled, 
and the bottles shall perish. But 
new wine must be put into new 
bottles; and both are preserved” 
(Luke 5:36-38). 

The fact that the use of films 
in preaching the Gospel is new is 
not argument against it. It may 
be one of the best arguments for 
the use of Christian films! I saw 
more people converted in revival 
services in a big tobacco barn 
seating some 3,000 in Winston-Sa- 
lem, North Carolina, than I could 
possibly have seen saved in any 
church in town. A tent put up 
last week will probably reach 
more sinners than a church that 
‘was built fifty years ago and now 
stands unnoticed by the throngs 
who see it every day. God often 
wants new wine put in new bot- 
tles. New methods are often the 
most useful. 

But the main Bible principle 
which justifies the use of Christian 
films is the plain command that 
we are to “go... into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). If 
the use of Christian films gets 
people to hear the Gospel who 
would not otherwise hear it, or if it 
speaks more powerfully to some 
people than the usual forms of 
preaching the Gospel would speak, 
and if the use of Christian films 
actually gets people converted, 
then without any more argument 
the matter is settled. Good Chris- 
tians will use Christian films 
wherever necessary and possible 
and when they will reach people 
for Christ better than other meth- 
ods. 

Thank God, many thousands of 
souls have been saved through the 
preaching of the Gospel in Chris- 
tian films. I know that thousands 
have been saved through the Billy 
Graham films, thousands more 
have been reported saved through 
films made and distributed by the 
Baptista films in Wheaton. This is 
the crowning argument and proof. 
If the use of gospel films proper- 
ly gets some people saved who 
would not be reached otherwise, 
then Christian films ought to be 
used, 


How to Get the Best Use of 
Christian Films? 

We have room for only a few 
suggestions. First, get your films 
from proven sources that are re- 
liable in doctrine, evangelistic in 


Paul said, “And unto the Jews 1; 


purpose. Films made and distribu- 


APPEARANCE 


A few months ago, while touring near Alexandria, I noticed two 
Turkish warships which I immediately proceeded to photograph. The 
Captain of the vessel on which we were sailing noticing my interest, 
said with a smile, “Yes, Mr. Guild, they look formidable, but they are 
perfectly harmless. They were anchored there eight years ago, and 


haven't turned a wheel since.” 


That's mighty like some church members I know. Joined to a 
church, anchored to a pew for eight years, and never turned a wheel. 


ABOUT THE ONLY 
WAITS IS WHISKERS. 


THING 


The Sunday School Times 


THAT COMES TO HIM WHO 


(From the book of 95 pages, DRIFTWOOD. Price, paper bindinz, $1. Swotd of 


the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Iilinois.) 


Slipping Into Hell 


(Continued from page 1) 


that they preferred Hell to Heaven 
they just never got around to 
saying “Yes” to the Saviour. It was 
not that they bitterly rejected 
Christ—they only blithely neg- 
lected Him. They simply slipped 
into Hell, blindly drifting to eter- 
nal death, doom and damnation. 
Ponder well these words of God 
in our text. They soberly warn us 
of the solemn seriousness of sin 
and salvation. They form a tre- 
mendous “yea” and “amen” to 
the tragic truth of Proverbs 29:1, 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” They comprise a reaf- 
firmation of the Saviour’s state- 
ments in Mark 8:36, 37, “For what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? Or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” 
The salvation and security of 
your soul is still the most import- 
ant thing of time or eternity. As 


the poet has penned: 


To lose your wealth is much, 
To lose your health is more, 
To lose your soul is such a loss 
As no man can restore. 


Yet many more people die un- 
saved and wind up in Hell than 
trust Christ as their Saviour and 
reach Heaven. The authority for 
this startling statement is none 
other than the decider of the des- 
tinies of men, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He plainly taught this 
truth when He said, “Enter ye 
in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in there- 
at: Because strait is the gate, 
narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that 
find it” (Matt._7:13, 14). 

Why is this true? With all the 
passionate conviction of my soul 


(Continued on page 4) 


ted by Baptista Films in Wheaton, evangelistic and reliable films. We 


those made and distributed 
through the Billy Graham organ- 
ization, and those made and dis- 
tributed by Bob Jones University 
will be sound in doctrine, serious, 
wise and helpful. 

We suggest that occasionally 
some great film that preaches 
the Gospel be used in a principal 
service, That might well be true 
of the longer Billy Graham films, 
the film, “Martin Luther,” ‘“Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” as prepared by 


Baptista, “The Light of the 
World,” “Miracle,” “You Can't 
Win,” and the novel from the 


time of Christ, “Wine of Morn- 
ing,” by Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., and 
Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Bob Jones 
University. They may bring a 
major blessing in an extended ser- 
vice, 

My own sermon films run from 
22 minutes to 30 minutes. They 
may be made the main feature 
of a service and are definite Bi- 
ble preaching; or they may be 
used as a special attraction in con- 
nection with a sermon. In either 
case, there ought to be a genuine 
effort to win people to Christ with 
a public invitation when the film 
is distinctly evangelistic. 

Very often a short film may 
be used in the beginning part of 
the service to help get a crowd, 
to arouse interest, and to make 
friends. Or after the entire ser- 
vice is complete a film may be 
shown to those who wish to re- 
main. And if announced ahead 


of time, it will bring increased 
crowds and interest in the ser- 
vices, 


THe Sworp OF THE LORD and 
some other good Christian maga- 
zines regularly report on the best 
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Seconds to Midnight 


(60 minute sound color motion picture film) 


COMPANION TO “THE MISSING CHRISTIANS” 


BIBLE PROPHECIES FULFILLED 
IN THIS HALF CENTURY 


Beautiful recent pictures from Palestine. 


One moment the darkness of midnight, 
The next the light of God's day. 

One moment we're waiting for Jesus; 
The next He has caught us away. 


A Strong Evangelistic Film 
EVANGEL FILMS 
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should be glad to help you, when 
we can, to make the best use of 
Christian films to win souls and 
bless Christians. 


The Second Coming 
of Christ in Daniel 


Do you want to understand the 
prophecies of the book of Revela- 
tion? You must first understand 
the prophecies of Daniel. This book 
of 43 pages will make clear to you 
things that have often puzzled you. 
It explains the great image in 
Daniel, chapter 2; the four great 
beasts of Daniel 7; the Antichrist; 
explains “70 weeks” of prophecy. 
No speculation, honest interpreta- 
tion. A two-page chart included. 43 
pages. Price, 35c 


Order from 
your bookdealer or 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 


214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


) 


P. O. Box 29 
Portiand 7, Oregon 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 24, 1956 


From the new book by this militant, evangelical Methodist Minister of more 
than 55 years, 33 of them at Trinity Methodist in Los Angeles. 


Bob Shuler 
Met Chese 
On the Crail 


éllen Clfter 


God has a few like her. They shame the rest. 


On Thursday, January 11, 1921, I attended a funeral. It was the 
funeral of a Methodist woman. The funeral was conducted in Spanish 
by two Mexican preachers while Mexican children chanted in their 
own tongue, “God will take care of you.” 

Few people in Los Angeles, where this woman lived and 
labored, had ever heard her name. My own church, which supported 
her, only knew her as a timid, shrinking “worker with the Mexicans”; 
one whose whole heart and soul were buried beneath their aches 
and pains, their problems and difficulties, their ignorance and sin, so 
great was her desire to lift them to the Christ. Long ago she had 
interlined the 13th chapter of First Corinthians, so as to make it 
read: “ ... and have not love for the Mexicans, I am become as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.” Following that word love, or 
charity, in every verse, she had written on the pages of her Bible 
the people so dear to her heart. 

For twenty-four hours before her death, she was delirous. She 
did not know her most intimate friends. Her fellow workers stood 
over her calling her name, but her blank eyes, glazed with death, 
gave no sign of recognition. During those hours perhaps a hundred 
Mexicans crept up to her bedside and looked into her face, and every 
time their presence woke her to consciousness, She called their names, 
smiled into their weeping eyes, spoke words of encouragement and 
pointed them to Heaven. 

As she died, she muttered the words of the “glory song” and 
halted this side the land of mists long enough to whisper to the brown- 
faced cluster of weeping Mexicans, “Oh, that will be glory for me.” 

The night her body lay a corpse in the humble mission (then 
supported by the Southern Methodist church), hundreds of Mexicans 
tramped the sidewalk about the building until the dawn. Their shuf- 
fling footfalls and muffled voices were heard at midnight. At five in 
the morning they were still milling, slowly, sorrowfully, up and down. 
As the day came, they went sadly to their homes. All night they had 
kept watch beneath the stars. They were her trophies. They had come 
her way in their sins. She had led them to the Lord. All that night 
the little chapel was full. While she lay cold and dead not far away, 
they sang and prayed and preached in Spanish. More than twenty 
were converted, some of them strong men and women, They wept 
and shouted. 


For more than twenty-four hours children came in a stream, in 
their hands bunches of flowers, some perhaps stolen from the lawns 
and gardens of the rich. They builded a veritable mountain of flowers 
about her dead body, and the American women wove them into 
wreaths and sprays. I saw a group of children a half dozen blocks 
away, weeping. I knew why they wept. Women with babies in their 
arms came and looked and went away, their eyes a fountain of grief. 

Streetcars were crowded on the way to the cemetery and a long 
line of autos also carried the dusky mourners. I had “even Mexicans in 
my car. One lad ran and overtook me. He had in his hand six car- 
nations. He spoke no English and I understood no Spanish, but we 
understood each other, as I made room for him. He wept silently and 
gripped his flowers. I saw him creep timidly through the throng at 
the graveside and drop them upon that mountain of blossoms that 


Slipping 


(Continued from page 3) 


punctuating every syllable, I re- 
ply that our text is the answer 
for the majority: they neglect so 
great salvation! It is not that 
they disbelieve the Bible, not 
that they do not want to be sav- 
ed, not that they do not intend 
to be saved some day, but that 
they put off their decision until 
finally it is “too late’ and Hell is 
their portion forever. 

“Give the more earnest heed” 
(vs. 1) as I call again to your 
attention some of the vital truths 
God has set forth in this text. 
Consider with me first, 


I. The Punishment of Sin! 


The second verse reminds’ us 
that “the word spoken by angels 
was stedfast, and every transgres- 
sion and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward.” Sin 
must be punished? EHvery sin 
must be punished! God would no 
longer be God if He let sin go 
by unnoticed, unjudged, and un- 
punished. Such an _ unthinkable 
thing would be a defeat for Him, 
a triumph for Satan. But the 
Devil is not going to win and sin 
is going to be punished. 


1. All Sin Must Come to Judgment 


Ecclesiastes 12:14 affirms it 
with the words, “For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil.” 
In the eleventh chapter of the 


Into Hell 


same book, verse 9, Solomon said, 
“Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth; and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee 
into judgment.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ defined 
it still closer when He declared, in 
Matthew 12:36, “But I say unto 
you, That every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judg- 
ment.” 

Oh, listen to what God has re- 
peatedly vowed: Every sin that 
you commit, whether large or 
small, must be brought into judg- 
ment, and it must be punished. 
You are not going to put anything 
over on Him! Those secret sins 
you thought you got away with 
will be brought to light at the 
judgment bar of God. As the con- 
secrated hymn writer expressed it: 


| Every secret lust and thot, 

'There shall be to judgment bro’t 

When the Lord in all His glory 
shall appear; 

All the deeds of darkest night 

Shall come out to greet the light 

When I &tand before the judg- 
ment bar. 


2. Punished Justly, “According to 
their Works” 


But not only will every sin be 


made beautiful and fragrant the 


staggered into the mission. Those 


freshly digged earth. The lad was | 
late, too late for the funeral service at the chapel, for he had tramped 
many blocks to spend the half dollar he had either earned or stolen 
tor his friend. But he was in time for the grave! 

Several years before a drunken Mexican, down and out, had 


in charge had decided to send him 


to the lockup and were about to call a policeman, when she had inter- 


posed. She put him to sleep under 
the spell of her love for 


the gentle lullaby of her sympathy, 


them. The next day she had gone to his 


house. She led him to Christ. As she lay dying, that man came to the 


mission. He had become an 


undertaker. 


He had grown wealthy. 


When we would not permit him to place her body in a costly vault 
at his personal expense, he wept piteously and said, “But I must do 


some thing for her. All I am or 


ever shall be, I owe to her.” He 


laid her away most beautifully. The casket would have graced Beverly 
Hills, I saw him standing at the head of her grave, splendidly 


dressed, a handsome fellow, his 


coat and vest baptized with his 


tears, as the flowers fell and the Mexican preacher chanted in Span- 
ish, “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” 


In the midst of the prayer at 


the grave, a sob that almost shook 


the earth swept the great gathering. I had never heard such a moan. It 
was the numbed heartcry of those who had lost so sorely. I found 
later that the preacher had prayed that God would send some- 
one to take her place, someone who would love and lead them|”ever entering your head. I am 


as had she. That pitiful sob had 
She had asked before she 


echoed the prayer. 
died that her American friends 


ES 


| 
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bring no flowers, but instead bring Spanish Bibles and Testaments, | 
I saw them stacked like a monument beside her grave. 


At last I had discovered how 


insignificant are bishops and 


connectional men and district superintendents and doctors of divinity 
and ministers of great city churches. I know how small some of the 
big ones will be when they come to the judgment and must stand up 


by the like of her. 


And as I stood by that grave that day, I said to my own soul: 


‘The uncrowned royalty of God’ 


s glorious womanhood is not all 


perished from the earth. They are not all cheap. They are not all 
light. They are not all chaffy, frothy, slushy, frivolous.” For I had 
100ked upon the handiwork of a woman’s love. I had seen the path of 
thorns along which a woman’s soul had moved and lo, it was 2 path of 
flowers in the garden of God. Surely her soul was satisfied. No crown 


Bob Jones University does not 
have any people in the field rais- 
ing money for the institution. We 
have no field representatives to 
get us students. We have set up 
on Bob Jones University campus 


a Christian institution. We tell 
the world what we stand for. The 
majority of the students who 
come to Bob Jones University are 
already Christians; but if one 
comes who is not converted, the 
first thing we try to do is win that 
one to Christ. Young people may 
get a religious education and be 
Christians, but they cannot get a 
Christian education unless they 
are Christians. Bob Jones Univer- 
sity is an institution which sin- 
cerely endeavors to give the Lord 
Jesus Christ first place. It accepts 
the Bible from cover to cover. We 
teach all the students who come 
here it is every Christian’s busi- 
ness to win souls. 

People that have an affinity 
for our kind of program are 
friends of Bob Jones University. 
They send us money, they pray 
for us, they help us get the right 


kind of students. I, as founder of 
this institution, have been in evan- 
gelistic work for over fifty years, 
having started when I was just a 
boy, and I know that the heart of 
a Christian has an affinity for the 
cause for which Bob Jones Univer- 
sity stands. We do not have to 
sell you Christians on the things 
for which we stand. You are al- 
ready sold. All we have to do is to 
let you know what kind of an 
institution Bob Jones University 
is. We are trying our best to let 
you know. 

Now, won’t you prayerfully con- 
sider investing some of the Lord’s 
money in the work of Bob Jones 
University? We have a big build- 
ing program on, and we must keep 
up our missionary giving, and we 
must keep building our Student 
Help Fund. Please let us _ hear 


from you. Thank you and God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement). 


was ever so royal a tribute, no decoration so honorable, no tribute 
so eloquent, no eulogy so sublime, no song of praise so rapturous as 
the dirty faces of those Mexican children with their channels of tears. 


It was the funeral of Ellen Alfter. But why mention her name? 
After these three decades, few would remember it. I think I should 
leave it there with the wilted flowers and the dried tears. I think she 
would have it so. With her, the glory was her Lord’s. 

(Get this book, BOB SHULER MET THESE ON THE TRAIL, 42 fascinating 
character sketches, 185 pages, hard binding, $2.25. Other books by Shuler: WHAT 
NEW DOCTRINE IS THIS? ($2) and SOME DOGS I HAVE KNOWN ($2). At your 


local Christian bookstore or add 5% (minimum 15c) for postage and handling and 
order direct from Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


punished, it will be punished 
justly! “Every transgression and 
disobedience received a just re- 
compence of reward,” says our 
text. The corroborating testimony 
of Psalm 9:7, 8 insists, “But the 
Lord shall endure for ever: he 
hath prepared his throne for judg- 
ment. And he shall judge the 
world in righteousness, he shall 
minister judgment to the people 
in uprightness.” Then Acts 17:31 
confirms this truth with the 
words, “Because he hath appoint- 
ed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordain- 
ed; whereof he hath given assur- 
ance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead.” And 
the positive note of Romans 2:2 de. 
clares, “But we are sure that the 
judgment of God is according to 
WU i 


You will be judged fairly, just- 
ly, in righteousness, in upright- 
ness and according to truth. All 
men will be judged “according to 
their works,” as we are told twice 
in the twentieth chapter of Reve- 
lation which deals with the great 
judgment morning. The scales of 
justice will then truly balance 
for the first time since Eve par- 


(Continued on page 5) 


Letters We Love 


(Continued from page 2) 


praising THE Sworp, this time 


from Japan: 


“A dear Christian lady is mak- 
ing it possible for me to receive 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD and 
I have come to appreciate its out- 
standing messages and Christian 
news so much that I have learned 


to anticipate its arrival almost as 
much as I 


do letters from my 
family. For some reason, I was 
never fully aware of THE Sworp’s 
ministry until I came to the mis- 
sion field, but now what a joy 
to have it come faithfully every 
week, 

“For one who seldom hears an 
English message, perhaps the mes- 
sages of noted preachers ... have 
been the greatest source of bless- 
ing, not to mention special news, 
Youth’s Corner, etc., with evangel- 
istic fervor throughout. At any 
rate, I always put the paper down 
with the feeling of having been fed 
... It is also refreshing to know 
of your unswerving and unasham- 
ed evangelical position with the 
thought of compromise absolutely 


sure the Lord has honored you 
many times over for it...” 
(Signed ) Helen Walter 


Won’t you please write us 
your letter during “Letter 
Month” telling of the blessing 
The Sword of the Lord, or our 
literature, has been in your 
life? Or, perhaps, you know 
personally of someone else 
who has been saved, led out 
of modernism, constrained to 
quit some sin, or been helped 
in other ways by this paper or 
our many books and booklets. 
Address your letters to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 


Illinois. Thank you! 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


“JN Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


ae \ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
wes J.P REDINGTON 4 CO. 
DEPT. 173 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


Important Memo-- 


train 
WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp or 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Page Five 


Slipping Into Hell 


(Continued from page 4) 


took of the forbidden fruit in the 
historic Garden of Eden. 


3. Murder, Adultery, Cursing, 
Lying, Not Greatest Sins 


Since sin will be punished just- 
ly, the greatest sin will demand 
the greatest punishment, of 
course. But what is the greatest 
sin? If you were to ask one hun- 
dred men that question, you might 
get one hundred different an- 
swers. 


One would say, “The greatest 
sin is murder!” Murder is a ter- 
rible, tragic, unholy sin. One of 
the Ten Commandments warns a- 
gainst it, saying, “Thou shalt not 
kill” (Exod. 20:13). This sin is 
one so vile it demands the su- 
preme penalty of death inflicted 
upon those who are guilty. Gene- 
sis 9:6 insists, “Whoso sheddeth 
man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image 
of God made he man.” America 
could quench a great majority of 
her thirty-six murders a day— 
one every forty minutes—if she 
would get back to the law of God 
and put every murderer at the 
end of a rope, in an electric chair, 
or in a gas chamber. But as hor- 
rible a sin as is murder, this is 
not the greatest. 

Someone else strongly exclaims, 
“Adultery is the greatest sin!” 
Here, too, is a hideous offense 


—— 


against both God and man, great- 
er even, in my estimation, than 
murder. God hates adultery so 
vehemently that He allows it as 
a possible grounds for divorce— 
absolutely the only sin for which 
He permits the breaking of the 
holy marriage bonds. Further- 
more, adultery is such a heinous 
sin that God originally demanded 
the death penalty for it. Exodus 
20:14 declared, “Thou shalt not 
commit adultery,” and Leviticus 
20:10 added, “. . . the man that 
committeth adultery with anoth- 
er man’s wife, even he that com- 
mitteth adultery with his neigh- 
bor’s wife, the adulterer and the 
adulteress shall surely be put to 
death.” But even adultery is not 
the greatest sin! ‘ 


Another speaks out saying, “I 
think cursing is the greatest sin.” 
Cursing is a great sin! God said 
in Exodus 20:7, another of the 
Ten Commandments, “Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain.” He al- 
so said, in Leviticus 24:16, “He 
that blasphemeth the name of the 
Lord, he shall surely be put to 
death, and all the congregation 
shall certainly stone him: as well 
the stranger, as he that is born in 
the land, when he blasphemeth 
the name of the Lord, shall be 
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SworD OF THE LorD at the regular 
rate of $2.50 per subscription 
(plus 50c extra for each Canadian 
and foreign subscription) before 
June 30, 1956. We also admitted 
that this amazing offer was pos- 
sible ONLY because we could get 
the sets at a special bargain 
price from the publishers if 
ordered before February 29. 


For this reason, we should have 
your signed “Subscription Agree- 
ment” in our hands no later than 
next Wednsday morning, the 29th. 
If you do not, we will have no 
way of knowing with any degree 
of certainty just how many sets 
to order from the publishers. 

Do not misunderstand! It is not 
necessary for you to send in the 
30 subscriptions at this time— 


you will have until midnight, June} 


30, 1956 for that—but it is vitally 


important that you send in the| 


“Subscription Agreement” notify- 
ing us you will promise to send 
that many subscriptions so we can 
reserve a set for you. 


I wonder if you fully realize 
what a wonderful bargain this 
offer actually is! Here are 20 
books, selling at book stores 
everywhere for $2.95 each, con- 
taining the choice sermons of the 
1900 Spurgeon published during 
his lifetime. The complete 20 
volume set, which treats 1,894 
different themes all listed in a 
topical index, retails for just 100 
pennies less than $60. It is one of 
the greatest—and some would say 
the greatest—set of sermon books 
ever published. 

The editor of this paper, Dr. 
John R. Rice, said of the set: 
“The fundamental scriptural 
soundness, the inexhaustible fer- 
tility of Spurgeon’s mind, the 
great gift of speech, the anointing 
of the Holy Ghost, makes 
Spurgeon’s Sermons deathless. 
They move me_ tremendously.” 
The Sunday School Times called 
them “. a demonstration of 
masterly ability in the art of out- 
lining, illustrating, interpreting 
and applying Bible truths.” 


Dear Brother Rice: 


LORD before June 30, 


Sermons ... Memorial Library. 


Name 


| 
| 


rance ard corruption. Show me a 


confined to pool halls, 
brothels and the such like, but 
now is apt to be heard anywhere 
—from the White House down. 


weight boxing champion. A man 


This is the set we want to give | 
you free! As soon as we receive | 
word that you will send the sub- 
scriptions, we will reserve for you | 
a complete 20 volume set to be! 
shipped as soon as the full 30, 


subscriptions reach us. 


Remember the Alternate Plan! 


We knew that some would al- 
ready have this famous set of 
sermons and that some others 
would rather have a different gift 
for sending subscriptions. For this 
reason we are making available 
all the books listed in our catalog 
on the following terms: 


(1) Just as in the Spurgeon’s | 
Sermons. . .Memorial Library plan, | 


you must send in a minimum of | 
regular | 


30. subscriptions at the 
$2.50 per year rate. A 3-year sub- 
scription for $5 would count as 
1 subscription in both plans. 


(2) For all groups of sub- 


.scriptions totaling 30 or more, we 
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Dr. John R, Rice, Editor, THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Lilinois 
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will give 50% of the total value 


in free books from our catalog. 
For example, if you send 30 sub- 
scriptions totaling $75 in value 
(plus 50c for every Canadian and 
foreign subscription), we will give 
you your choice of any $37.50 
worth of books in our catalog. 

(3) If you prefer this plan, we 
will send you our book catalog 
free so that you may make your 
selections. 


Mail Your Agreement 
Immediately, Please 


Surely any reader could get 30 
subscriptions to THE SwWorD oF 
THE LorD in the next 3 months 
with very little effort! Preachers, 
students, Sunday School teachers 
and youth leaders should be es- 
pecially interested, altho I believe 
this offer will also have strong 
appeal among laymen. 

A look at your calendar 
remind you that time is very 
short! I suggest you sign the 
agreerffent below and rush it via 
air mail to us immediately so 
that we can get it in time to re- 
serve a Spurgeon’s Sermons. 
Memorial Library set for you! 
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put to death.” 

Cursing is a cheap, lowly sin 
showing the depravity of the 
heart and the emptiness of the 
head, It is a dual sign of igno- 


man or a woman who curses and 
I will show you an empty-headed 
individual with a dirty, rotten, 
black, sinful heart. It is a sin once 
saloons, 


William R. Newell tells of one 
time seeing the world’s heavy- 


near him said, “Boy, I'd sure hate 
to be hit by that man.” He had 
fear for another man. But just a 
moment later the same man was 
profanely taking the Name of 
the Lord in vain, There was “no 
fear of God before (his) eyes” 
(Rom, 3:18). Exodus 20:7 meant 
nothing to him then, but it will 
when he stands before Him who! 
said, “I will not hold him guilt- | 
less that taketh my name in vain.”’ 
But even cursing is not the great- | 
est sin! 

Someone else questions, “Is it! 
lying?” Here again we have an-| 
other truly terrible tansgression. | 
In both the 8th and 27th verses of | 
Revelation 21, God classes lying 
with murder, drunkenness, idola- 
try, adultery, sorcery and such 
sins. I have no respect at all for 
a liar and of all the multitudin- 
ous sins of mankind I have more 
difficulty being charitable and for- 
giving with reference to it than 
any other. But there is a sin far 
greater than lying! 


4. Christ-Rejection, 
Sin 


the Greatest 


Neither is covetousness, steal- 
ing, slander, gossip, booze-guzzling, 
wife-beating, sodomy, witchcraft, 
hypocrisy or unthankfulness the 


throw him free to safety and life? 
In like manner, it is so exceed- 
ingly foolish for a sinner to die 
in his sins and pay the penalty 
himself for his own transgressions. 

Black indeed is the picture of 
the punishment of sin, but God 
has not left us without remedy. 
He, in His mercy and love, has 
provided a “so great salvation.” 
Note with me next, 


II, The Provision of Salvation! 


The third verse of our text 
questions, “How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation?” 
The “so great” of this passage 
is as completely beyond descrip- 
tion or understanding as the “so 
loved” of John 3:16 where we 
are told that “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 


\gotten Son.” 


1. Great Origin of “So Great 
Salvation” 


This salvation is so great be- 
cause of its Creator! It was 
conceived, not in the halls of 


Congress, not on the floors of con- 
ventions, not in the rooms of 
Parliament, but in the very glory 
circled tnrone room of Heaven! 
Confucianism, Buddhism, Shinto- 
ism, Hinduism, Mohammedanism, 
Modernism and all other false ide- 
ologies were planned in the pit of 
Tophet by the master Deceiver 
himself, but this in the Palace 
of the Trinity with God the Fath- 
er, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit as co-equal Counselors! It 
was not conceived by mortal men, 
but by the Immortal, Eternal, Un- 
changing Lord of Heaven and 
earth. It is but the outgrowth of 
the love of the Holy, All-Power- 
ful God for your poor, sinful, lost, 
Hell-bent, Hell-bound soul. This 
salvation is so great because of 


‘its Creator. 


2. Tremendous Cost This Great 


greatest sin! Fortunately, God 
has not left us to our own imagin- 
ations as to what is the gravest 
sin deserving the 
ishment. On the highest authority 
of the universe, I declare unto 
you that the greatest sin in all 
the world is the sin of unbelief, 
of rejecting Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour, of not’ giving 
your whole heart to God! 


In Mark 12:29, 30, responding 
to the scribe’s question, “Which 
is the first commandment of all?,” 
the Lord Jesus declared, ‘““The first 
of all the commandments _ is, 
Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God 
is one Lord: And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength: this is the first com- 
mandment.” Since this is the first 


and greatest commandment, _ to 
| break it is the sin first in im- 
portance and greatest in scope. It 


is not the harlot who has com- 
mitted the greatest sin; it is the 
woman who does not love God. 
It is not the drunkard, not the 
murderer, not the criminal; it is 
the man who has not given his 
heart to God; it is the Christ- 
rejector, 

The Saviour said the same thing 
in John 16:9 while explaining the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in re- 
proving the lost of sin: “Of sin, 
because they believe not on me.” 
This is the only sin, if continued, 
God cannot forgive. It is a sin so 
awful, so terrible, so hideous, so 
heinous that it deserves all the 
righteous wrath of a holy God 
poured out upon the sinner with- 
out measure forever! This is an 
eternal sin against the Eternal 
Christ demanding an eternal pen- 
alty. 

Surely you will admit that it is 
right and proper for the greatest 
sin to receive the greatest punish- 
ment! And the only sin of which 
you need be guilty to damn your 
soul in the fire and brimstone of 
Hell for an eternity is this one 
of not giving your heart to God, 
the sin of rejecting Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, 


But it is so needless for a sinner 
to perish! Would it be foolish to 
drown with a life preserver with- 
in grasp? Would it be senseless to 
burn to death in a fiery building 
if a ladder reached from your win- 
dow to the ground awaiting your 
use? Would it be ridiculous for 
a man who had accidentally swal- 
lowed poison to reject the anti- 
dote when placed to his lips by 
a friendly hand? Would it be folly 
for the pilot of a crashing jet 
to refuse to press the ejection but- 


ton at his finger tip which would 


greatest pun-| 


Salvation 
Again, it is so great because of 
cost. In I Peter 1:18, 19 we 
read, “Forasmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold, 
. . . but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot.” Take 
the debts of all the wars of all 
the people from the beginning of 
creation, add them together, then 
multiply them by the total number 
of stars in the firmament. Turn 


ifs 


price for salvation. 

The price it takes to purchase 
redemption is the supreme price 
of the ages: the highest, the great- 
est that God Himself could offer. 


| only begotten Son! It took the 
‘Saviour’s gift of His living, lov- 
| ing, sinless self at Calvary to blot 
;out your sins and purchase re- 
demption for you! The cost was 
so tremendous that the sun hid 
its face and refused to look; the 
earth trembled and shook with 
fear beneath the load when the 
Son of God “paid the price” with 
His own precious blood for man’s 
salvation: It is so great because 
of its cost. 


3. Grandly Complete Salvation 

Again, it is so great because of 
its completeness! Colossians 2:9, 
10 tells us, “For in him (Christ) 


money to even begin paying the} 


It took the gift of the Father's | jg no \ 


dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. And ye are com- 
plete in him...” There is ab- 
solutely nothing truly great, no- 
thing spiritually great, nothing 
eternally great that is not includ- 
ed for the child of God in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We receive the 
forgiveness of all our sins, a new 
heart, a new nature, the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit of God, joy, peace, 
assurance, the privilege of pray- 
er to a Father who delights in 
answering, sanctification, power 
for victory over sin and Satan, 
and a host of other innumerable 
benefits in this life. All this, and 
then Heaven too! 


Ephesians 1:3 describes it, 
“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly place in 
Christ.” Peter encourages those 
who “have obtained like precious 
faith . . . through the righteous- 
ness of God and our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ” with the words, “Grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord, Accord- 
ing as his divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through 
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Fourteen Large Printings 

A stirring, truthful message 
bringing to light the influence of 
the ballroom. Every mother, fath- 
er, every young man and young 
woman ought to read this sermon. 
Dr. Rice gives seven powerful in- 
dictments—the dancer is always in 
bad company: drinking, nudity, 
lewdness, divorce, murder all go 
together with the dance: the dance 
is the mother of lust and the road 
to Hell. Put this booklet into the 
hands of all who are thus tempted 


that fantastical] unbeliev So 
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Christless grave. 

“Your book on ‘The Dance’ put 
the brakes on my planned career of 
a dancing instructor. I thank God 
for that great change, for there 
vay to guess how many peo- 
ple I would have influenced to go 
the wrong way...’ Mr. T. H. 
Eiland, Phenix City, Ala. 
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Slipping Into Hell 


(Continued from page 5) 


the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and _ virtue: 
Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious pro- 
mises...” (II Pet. 1:2-4). And 
Romans 8:32 adds, “He that spar- 
ed not His own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us 
all things?” 

This so great salvation is com- 
plete because of what we have in- 
cluded within its scope, but also 
because “It is finished” (John 
19:30)! Jesus paid it all! There 
is nothing left for us to do to 
earn it, buy it, merit it, or finish 


it. It is ours complete just for 
the taking. 
The biographers of Hudson 


Taylor tell how, when he was just 
a lad of fifteen, the words, “The 
finished work of Christ,” in a 
booklet he was reading suddenly 
arrested his attention. He began 
musing about why the writer used 
those words until suddenly the 
thought struck him with amazing 
clarity, “If the whole work is 
finished, the whole debt paid, what 
is there left for me to do?” 

In a moment the answer dawned 
upon the heart of the boy who 
was to become the founder of the 
China Inland Mission, so that he 
later said, ““There was nothing in 
the world for me to do save to 
fall upon my knees and accepting 
this Saviour and H&B salvation to 
praise Him for evermore.” Yes, 
this so great salvation is fully 
complete, simply awaiting the ac- 
ceptance of the sinner. 


4. So Great Salvation for All the 
World 

Again, this salvation is so great 
because of its circwmference. It 
reaches North and South America, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the is- 
lands of the sea. It goes to the 
north and the south, the east and 
the west, wherever man is found. 
The hymn writer exclaimed, 


“It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell!” 


The rich and the poor, the har- 
lots and the queens, the drunk- 
ards and the presidents, the Cath- 
olics and the Protestants, the 
Jews and the Gentiles, the bound 
and the free, the black and the 
white, the ignorant and the letter- 
ed, are all included. God’s sal- 
vation is for folks on either side 
of the tracks who will accept it 
freely. The poet has well said, 


But they who do themselves ex-| 


“None are excluded thence | 
clude.” | 


Jesus Christ, who cannot nail 
has guaranteed, “ ... him that} 
cometh to me I will in no wise| 
cast out” (John 6:37). The God| 
who swears by Himself “because | 
he could swear by no 
(Heb. 6:13) has sworn, “For who- 
soever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). And the closing invitation 
in the Bible promises, “ .. . let 


sey 


him that is athirst come. And who- ' 
soever will, let him take the wa- 
ter of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 
Anyone at all who wants to can/| 
get in on this so great salvation. 


5. Salvation so Great Because 
Free Gift to Believers 


But not only is this salvation 
so great because of its Creator, 
because of its cost, because of its 
completeness, and because of its 
circumference, but also because 
of its conditions. 

What are the conditions for re- 


tale it, accept it, receive it! 


John 1:12 says, “As many as 
received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his 
name.” And John 3:16, familiar 
and loved by millions, assures us, 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

Oh, do not make it difficult 
when it is so simple! This eter- 
nal salvation is yours for ever 
the very moment you _ receive 
Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour. Delay accepting Him no 
longer. 


Just now, your doubtings give o’er; 
Just now, reject Him no more; 
Just now, throw open the door; 
Let Jesus come into your heart. 


But since the punishment for 
sin is so tremendously awful and 
the provision of salvation’. so 
wonderfully glorious, the third 
great truth of our text is exceed- 
ingly difficult to realize; that is, 


Ill. The Procrastination of 
Sinners! 

What amazement the angels of 
Heaven and the demons of Hell 
alike must register in viewing 
sinking, Hell-bound sinners pro- 
crastinating, putting off, neglect- 
ing to accept this so great salva- 
tion freely offered them in Christ. 
Verse 3 of our text asks, “How 
Shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation?” 

Billy Sunday insisted that this 
question is unanswerable. Preach- 
ing to a great crowd in a union 
revival meeting at Omaha, Ne- 
braska, more than forty years 
ago, he said, 


“If I should go to your leading 
merchant, and he would de- 
scribe to me the principles 
necessary to pursue in order to 
carry a business to a successful 
issue, I would thank him for 
the information, then ask him 
the question of my text, and I 
would turn without an answer. 

“Should I go to your leading 
physician or physicians and they 
would explain to me many 
things about materia medica 
and medical jurisprudence, and 
then I would ask them the 
question of my text, I would 
turn and leave them without 
an answer. 

“Should I go to the lost world 
and if I should stand before 
the bars of their eternal im- 
prisonment in Hell and look at 
their faces as they leered at me, 
and read upon their foreheads, 
‘No hope’; if I should ask them 
the question of my text, I would 
turn and leave without an 
answer. 

“Should God commission an 
angel to come from Glory, if it 
should honor you and me with 
its presence and would stand 
here long enough for me to ask 
the question of my text, it 
would turn and wing its way 
back to the throne of God, fold 
its wings like a tired dove, and 
I would stand gazing off into 
illimitable space without an 
answer.” 


1. Neglect Means Opportunities 
Lost That Cannot Return 
There is no escape if you neg- 
lect so great salvation. Sinners 
who put off trusting Christ can- 
not escape reaping a harvest of 
lost opportunities, opportunities 


ceiving this salvation? One is that | Of the love of God that will never 
it be received freely! There must | @#%2In return. Every opportunity 


be no price of any kind paid by| turned down is 


an opportunity 


the receiver. It is a Gift; there| Sone forever. Others may come— 


is to be nothing down and no- 
thing to pay. Ephesians 2:8, 9 de- 
scribes it with the words, “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith: 
and that not of yourselves: it is 


the gift of God: Not of works, | 


lest any man should boast.” The 
Saviour’s salvation is what Isaiah 


55:1 refers to as being “without | 


money and without price!’ Oh, 
reader, believe it: it’s free! 
The other condition attached 


to this so great salvation is faith! 
The only biblical answer to the 
question, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” is simply, ‘“Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and-thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:30, 31). Any other answer is 


and they may not—but the one 
ignored will never return to in- 
vite you again, Opportunities are 
like “water spilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up a- 
gain” (II Sam. 14:14). 


James H. McConkey told of a 
Scotch botanist who lay one day 
in a field looking for hours at a 
heather bell under his microscope. 
Suddenly, noticing a shadow fall- 
ing across his glass, he looked up 
to see a tall, weather-beaten shep- 
herd mirthfully struggling to con- 
ceal his amusement over a grown 
man spending so much time look- 
ing at such a common thing as 
a heather bell. 

In defense the botanist merely 


not a Bible answer. You need only! handed the shepherd the glass and 


he, too, looked for many enrap- 
tured moments. Handing back 
the glass to the botanist, the lat- 
ter noted huge tears streaming 
down the bronzed face of his new 
acquaintance, 

“What's wrong,” inquired the 
botanist, “isn’t it beautiful?” 

“Oh,” replied the subdued shep- 
herd, “of course it is beautiful— 
beautiful beyond words. I am just 
thinking of how many thousands 
of them I have carelessly trodden 
under foot in my lifetime!” 

Have you ever stopped to ser- 
iously consider how many oppor- 
tunities to accept Christ you have 
trodden under in your lifetime? 
The Bible declares, “Behold, now 
is the accepted time: behold, now 
is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 
6:2). God’s opportunity is always 
now. Every tick of the clock pre- 
sents you with a golden opportun- 
ity to trust Christ and be saved. 
That means you have sixty of 
God’s “nows” every minute of 
your life, several thousand every 
hour of every day, over four 
score thousand every day of ev- 
ery year, many millions in the 
course of every year, and unnum- 
bered billions of God’s “nows” be- 
fore the normal life span is fin- 
ished. What will you say when 
you face the Saviour with those 
billions of trampled ‘“nows”’ 
screaming out the utter justice 
of your eternal condemnation? 


Antonius Felix was faced with 
God's “now” opportunity as he 
heard the Spirit-filled apostle pre- 
sent his passionate message of 
“righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come” (Acts 24:25). 
The Holy Spirit used the message 
to stir his soul to the very depths! 
The consciousness of his sins and 
the realization of the message’s 
truthfulness caused him to liter- 
ally tremble with fear and con- 
viction. But Felix foolishly tramp- 
led upon that opportunity by re 
plying, “Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient season, 
I will call for thee.” Historians 
tell us, however, that the con- 
venient season never came and 
Felix died in disgraceful suicide 
just a few years afterward. He 
was convicted, but not converted; 
almost persuaded, but altogether 
lost because he neglected so 
great salvation. He let his oppor- 
tunity slip! 

King Herod Agrippa is another 
tragic example of trampling under 
foot Divine-given opportunities of 
salvation. He, too, heard a Spirit- 


inspired sermon from the lips of 
the prince of apostles. He, too, was 


too, said “No” with the pitiful 
lament, “Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian” (Acts 26: 
28). Historians tell us that he, too, 
faded from the political scene an 
insignificant failure a short time 
later. Almost persuaded was not 
sufficient as he foolishly neglected 
so great salvation. He let his op- 
portunity slip! 

Do not, I beg you, make the 
same fatal mistake! Every lost 
opportunity draws you closer to 
the last one and nearer to a 
permanent home in Hell. Napoleon 
was wrong about a lot of things, 
but he was right when he said, 
“Every moment lost gives an op- 
portunity for misfortune.” Delay 
means death, doom and damnation 
for the soul apart from Christ. 
“How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?” 


2. Neglect Means No Escape From 
Misspent, Wasted Life 

Again, if you do neglect this 
wonderful salvation God has pro- 
vided for sinners, you cannot 
escape reaping a lost, wasted, mis- 
spent life lived serving sin, Satan 
and the fleeting tinsels of time. 
You may have many treasures 
stored up in earthly vaults, but 
“we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out” (I Tim. 6:7). 
As God reminded the psalmist, 
“Be not thou afraid when one is 
made rich, when the glory of his 
house is increased; For when he 
dieth he shall carry nothing away; 
his glory shall not descend after 
him. Though while he lived he 
blessed his soul...” (Ps. 49:16-18). 


If you become a billionaire and 
die unconverted your life will have 
been wasted and misspent. The 
Saviour said, “For what is a man 


world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange 


profited, if he shall gain the whole’ 


high you rise in this life with its 
successes and triumphs, if you die 
without Christ it is all loss and no 


profit! Be not deceived! 


But a life of sin is a wasted, 
misspent life not only in the mat- 
ter of accomplishment, but from 
the standpoint of influence as well. 
Most vividly I recall the pathetic 
story of a young mother who 
came to me for counsel a few 


weeks ago. With bitter tears she 
told a tragic tale of how she had 
influenced the high school crowd 


of my own sin and rejection of 
Christ. I did wrong then, especially 
through my influence in‘ the lives 
of others, that can never be made 
right. Some of my companions in 
sin fell in the Battle of the Bulge, 
at Normandy, at Iwo Jima, and on 
other battle fronts during World 
War II. They are already in Hell 
and nothing I can do now, nothing 
even God can do now, can help 
them! 


You are no different than I or 


this girl I have mentioned. You 


of girls she ran with into a life} are scattering your hurtful in- 


of sin. She had taught them to 
smoke, to lie to their parents, to 
pet with boys, and other such 
forms of sinful folly. 


With downcast eyes, sometimes 
with her head buried in her hands 
in overwhelming grief, she told 
of sin’s bitter payoff to her person- 
ally. At home as she talked was 
her sweet, innocent baby fathered 
by a man not her husband—and 
she could not say for certain who 
he was. In her humiliation she 
had married another whom she did 
not love simply to give the baby 
a name. 


Then, to add pain to shame, her 
health broke in both mind and 
body to the extent that doctors 
despaired of her life. Broken in 
heart, troubled in mind, afflicted 
in body, despising herself and her 
sin, she turned to God with 
earnest, humble repentance and 
faith, He immediately forgave 
her and cleansed her, of course! 
Did not He promise in I John 1:9, 
“Tf we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” ? 


But that was not the end of the 
story nor the main burden of her 
grief as she talked to me. She had 
been going to the various ones 
she had led into sin and pleading 
with them to get right with God, 
only to have them laugh in her 
face, One, an unmarried girl dat- 
ing a matried man, had confessed 


| to her that she thought she was 


expecting a baby. Another, also 
unmarried, told her that she had 
become pregnant and, to escape 
the shame, had thrown herself 
down a flight of stairs to cause a 
miscarriage and murder the un- 
born child. 


With many tears she confessed 
that she was to blame for leading 
them into their sin and begged 
me to tell her how she could 
undo the wrong and win them to 
Christ. I couldn’t help her much; 
I don’t know that she ever can 
win them! God in His wonderful 


not right the years of her wrong 
influence. 


I recall with sorrow the years 


fluence to the four winds, con- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


Slipping Into Hell 


(Continued from page 6) 


sciously and unconsciously, every 
day that you live without Christ. 


Romans 14:7 reminds us all, “For 


none of us liveth to himself, and‘ 


no man dieth to himself.” Every 
day of life, and in the day of death 
as well, our influence is effecting 
others. If you neglect so great 
salvation it is impossible to escape 
reaping a lost, wasted, misspent 
life. 


8. Neglect Means No Escape From 
a Hardened Heart 


Nor can you escape reaping a 
cold, stony, hardened heart! Delay 
becomes a disease. Hebrews 3:12, 
13, warns, “Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. But exhort 
one another daily, while it is 
called To day; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitful- 
mess of sin.” Delay gives sin the 
always accepted opportunity of 
hardening the _ sinner’s heart 
against the Gospel. 


No one can remain unconverted 
long and stay tenderhearted. The 
deceitfulness of sin quickly turns 
the clay into iron, the water into 
ice, the putty into rock. The Gos- 
pel of Christ is still a twoedged 
sword (Heb. 4:12) that cuts both 
ways.- Each time it is heard it 
either turns the sinner’s heart 
toward God or hardens it against 
God. No sermon preached in the 
power of the Holy Spirit-of God 
leaves you unaffected or un- 
changed. 


When I was a pastor of a 
church in Long Beach, California, 
we moved into the Bixby Knolls 
section of the city, not far from 
the Long Beach Municipal Airport. 
It was in the late forties and 
Uncle Sam’s Air Force was just 
beginning to develop a_ strong 
fleet of jet fighter planes. When 
the wind was out of the northwest 
they would take off directly over 
our house. 

I will never forget the first time 
a jet flew over after we had 
moved in. We were at the dinner 
table when suddenly a tremendous 
vibrating roar shook the entire 
house and for all the world it 
sounded as if a plane were about 
to crash into our dwelling. We 
jumped from the table and ran 
to the yard just in time to see 
the jet passing directly over our 
house, just a few hundred feet 
above us. 

The next few times the wind 
was in the direction necessitating 
a takeoff over our house we 
jumped again in fear, but eventu- 
ally we became so accustomed to 
it that we paid no attention at all. 
We were safe. One would never 
crash into our house. 

But some time after we left 
Long Beach one did crash into a 
house in that immediate vicinity, 
killing several people. No doubt 
their reactions had been the same 
as ours: first, tremendous alarm 
and fear; second, a gradual pro- 
cess of becoming accustomed to 
the roar of the jets; until, finally, 
they felt perfectly secure and free 
from danger. Then destruction 
struck im one mad moment ex- 
cluding all escape! 

Sin is like that! Many a man 
has been stirred with a deep con- 
viction he felt he could not ignore. 
Both his head and his heart urged 
him to settle the matter of his 
soul's salvation immediately, only 
to have him neglect his decision 
until sudden destruction had 
struck. Thousands who once 
trembled with fear during gospel 
invitations now stand. serenely 
smiling while the preacher pleads. 

I just closed a meeting in Kan- 
sas where an unsaved husband 
came to hear me preach more 
faithfully than many of the church 
members. Old-timers told me how 
he used to stand weeping, gripping 
the pew in front of him in visible 
agony during an evangelistic in- 
vitation. Now he appears, out- 
wardly at least, not to have the 
slightest concern about his soul. 
As a matter of fact, it seemed 
that he was almost sneering while 
I begged the lost to get right with 
God 


Had he crossed the deadline? 
I don’t know, of course, but I 
doubt it since he came so regular- 
ly to hear me preach. I do not 
know that his heart had become 
hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin to such an extent that 


he will probably continue his sin 
and rejection of Christ until he 
lands in Hell. Every day you re- 
main away from God increases 
the probability you will be lost 
forever! 

I have before me as I write 
these lines a letter just received 
from a missionary in far-off South 
India. In telling of the work with 
a spirit-worshipping tribe of abori- 
gines, this missionary says, “they 
beg us to tell them more and 
more, until our throats are so 
tired we can hardly speak another 
word. We pray for others to come 
to help us. . .” 

Here is a strange thing! Idola- 


trous heathen in a far-off country 
beg the few missionaries in the 
land to tell the gospel message 
until their throats are so raw and 
tired they can speak no more. 
Yet cultured, refined, educated 
Americans pay scant attention to 
the familiar story of Jesus and 
His love. What makes the dif- 
ference? The answer, in the 
language of our text, is continued 
sin and repeated rejection. The 
heathen of India has not had his 
heart hardened from hearing the 
Gospel over and over again. On 
the other hand, the American 
without Christ has had thousands 
of opportunities to be saved—and 
spurned them all! His heart has 
become hardened, calloused, in- 


different, unconcerned and un- 
moved. 
Don’t you see your danger? 


Your repeated failures to trust 
Christ are hardening your heart 
and sealing your doom! “, 
hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin!” “How shall we es- 
cape, if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?” 

Historians tell us that Aaron 
Burr was ready to give his heart 
to Christ one night in a revival 
meeting at his college town. He 
started to go forward during the 
invitation, but just as he was 
about to step into the aisle Satan 
suggested that he wait and get the 
advice of the president of Prince- 
ton University first. He did. 

The foolish president advised 
him to wait until the meeting was 
over, until the excitement, 
emotionalism and enthusiasm had 
died down and then, if he still felt 
moved to do so, trust Christ. He 
accepted that advice, but when the 
meeting was over, when the emo- 
tionalism and enthusiasm had died 
down, he found he no longer had 
any desire to even consider the 
claims of Christ. So Aaron Burr 
went on in his sin and we have 
good reason to believe is in Hell as 
a Christ-rejecter today because he 


“nut off,” he neglected so great 
salvation. 
I beg you, do not follow in 


Aaron Burr’s footsteps. Do not 
delay accepting Jesus Christ as 
your personal Saviour. Hebrews 
3:7, 8, admonishes, “Wherefore 
(as the Holy Ghost saith, To day 
if ye will hear his voice, Harden 
not your hearts .. .)” If you do 
delay you cannot escape reaping 
a cold, stony, hardened, deadened 
heart. 


4. How Can You Escape Hell if 
You Neglect? 


Finally, if you neglect this so 
great salvation you cannot escape 
reaping a lost soul, sentenced to 
eternal torment in Hell. Galatians 
6:7, 8 declares, “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.” 


Hebrews 10:26-31 adds_ this 
warning: 
“For if we sin wilfully after 


that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins, 
But a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery § indig- 
nation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. He that despised 
Moses’ law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses: Of 
how much sorer punishment, swp- 
pose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was _ sancti- 
fied, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of 


grace? For we know him that hath! 


said, Vengeance belongeth unto 
me, I will recompense, saith the 
Lord, And again, The Lord shall 
judge his people. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God.” 

It is still true that folks who 
expect to claim salvation at the 
eleventh hour usually die at 10:30. 
Postponement is persistently peril- 
ous! Proverbs 27:1 wagns, “Boast 
not thyself of to morrow; for 
thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth.” And Proverbs 29:1 
makes the matter even more 
urgent when it says, “He, that 
being often reproved hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without reme- 
dy.” 

Years ago a corps of civil engi- 
neers repeatedly warned the in- 
habitants of a little Pennsylvania 
village that the dam above them 
in the mountains was unsafe, that 
they should flee from the village 


before it broke. But at every 
warning they only laughed and 
mocked. With sneers, their only 


reply was, “You can’t scare us!” 

Fifteen days after the last 
warning the dam broke, the water 
came, and within thirty minutes 
after it struck the town, Johns- 
town, Pennsylvania, was in ruins 
with over 3,700 of its inhabitants 
hurled into the presence of God. 


You, too, have been warned 
many times of your dangerous 
condition outside of Christ. Oh, 
do not foolishly follow that phi- 
losophy and come to the fate of 
those who say, “You can’t scare 
me!” You know the Bible is true! 
You know that you are a sinner! 


What Definite and Desirable .. . 


(Continued from page 1) 


more out of one than anything 
else, does it not?” 


Yes, it often does. Real praying 
is a costly exercise but it pays 
far more than it costs. It is not 
easy work but it is the most 
profitable of all work. We can 
accomplish more by time and 
strength put into prayer than we 
can by putting the same amount 
of time and strength into any- 
thing else. 

You will notice that in the Re- 
vised Version the word “suppli- 
cation” is substituted for the word 
“prayer.” The reason for that is 
this: there are a number of 
Greek words which are translated 


“prayer” in the Authorized 
Version and they have different 
shades of meaning, sometimes 


very significant shades of mean- 
ing, and the Greek word which 


“prayer” in this passage is a very 
significant word: it sets forth 
prayer as the definite expression 
of a deeply felt need. Indeed, the 


the Authorized Version » Sage ces 


primary meaning of the word is 
“need.” Therefore, our text 
teaches that definite and deter- 


mined prayer to God “availeth 
much,” 
The Greek word translated 


“availeth” is also a very expres- 
sive and significant word. Its pri- 
mary meaning is “to be strong,” 
“to have power (or force),” and 
then “to exercise power,” so the 
thought of our text is, that defi- 
nite and determined prayer exerts 
much power in its working, that 
it achieves great things. Then in 
the verses that immediately follow 
we are told of the astounding 
things Elijah brought to pass by 
his prayers, how he shut up heaven 
for three years and six months so 
that there was not a drop of rain 
'for that long period; and the Old 
Testament account tells us that 
not only was there not a drop of 
rain, but furthermore, not a drop 
of dew (I Kings 17:2). And then 
when the proper time had come 


(Continued on page 8) 


You know that Christ is your only 
hope! Then trust Him today! Fall 
at His feet in faith before it is 
forever too late! Get right with 
God while you still have the op- 


portunity. 

Isaiah 55:6, 7 invites with a 
warning, “Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near: Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the 
unrighteous man his’ thoughts: 


and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.” Second Cor- 
inthians 6:2 says, “... behold, now 
is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation.” 

Look again at the first verse 
of our text: “Therefore we ought 
to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let 
them slip.”’” Dear friend, don’t let 
this warning slip! Repent of your 
sins and accept Jesus Christ. as 
your Saviour, right now! 

I began this message with the 
story of a man overboard; let me 
close it. with another. A sailor on 
a ship called the Cuwnarder was 
working high on the mast when 
suddenly he lost his hold, falling 
to the sea below. Immediatel¥ 
that chilling cry was sounded, 
“Man overboard, Man overboard!” 


Soon a lifeline had been thrown &) 


him, he had grasped it and strong 
hands had pulled him to the deck 
of the ship. 


For a long time he remained 
stretched out on the deck while 
doctors and companions worked 
over him. His eyes were open 
and occasionally his lips moved 
without sound, but they could 
not get him to let loose of the 
lifeline. Finally, after considerable 
time had elapsed, he managed to 
whisper, “Captain, I can’t let go; 
I gripped it for my life!” And it 
was four more hours before the 
muscles in his arms and fingers 
had relaxed sufficiently for him 
to let loose of that lifeline. 

That sailor was no fool! About 
to die a horrible death of drown- 
ing, he saw within his reach a life- 
line that could save him and he 
grasped it with all the strength 
he had within him. Are you as 
wise as he in a far more serious 
and important matter, the sal- 
vation of your eternal soul? 

You are drowning in the sea of 
sin, sinking into the. dreadful fate 
of an eternal death in Hell. I am 
offering—yea, God is offering you 
through His Word—a lifeline 
called salvation. Will you grasp 
it? John 1:12 promises, “But as 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.” Will you receive 
Him? Will you believe on His 
name? 

“How shall we escape, 
neglect so great salvation?” 
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| SS or DVBS. Hundreds won to Christ 

with this little film. Rental $3.50. 


Gospel Musicals: =. 


[) THE FOUR FLATS—12 minute color 
film of this popular male quartet. Songs 
and testimonies. Closing with “Where 
will you spend Eternity.”” Rental $3.09, 


“ MIRACLE. A soul-winning story of a 
miracle of grace in a concert pianist’s 
life. 26 Minutes. Black and White. 
Rental, $16. For information on other 
quality evangelical films write: UN- 
USUAL FILMS, Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, South Carolina. 


“) BROKEN FRAGMENTS. Egypt — the 
pyramids, Valley of the Kings, Karnak 
and Luxor. Artistic reconstructions and 
symbolic ruins of ancient splendor. Color 
and sound. 30 minutes. Free-will offer- 
ing basis. 


") TWO NEW FILMS by Bob Pierce— 
“Of Sach is the Kingdom’’—25 minutes. 
Korea comes back. 80,000 Christians 
mect at Seoul. Harry Holt orphan story. 
Companion Film—‘“Billy Sunday: A 
Memory”—only existing Sunday film. 
Comparison with Billy Graham. 15 


minutes. Free-will offering basis. 


Your nome ond address hele. xv 


Name of film 
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My Name 
Street: or Box 
City -- oe 

Place to be shown 
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I would like to schedule the following films for 
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The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 


I would appreciate receiving further information on the films checked below: 
[) Angel in Ebony [} The Land Time Forgot 
' | Basket of Blessing [| The Last Supper 
[} Billy Sunday: A Memory [} Martin Luther 
| Broken Fragments [) Miracle 
[) The Crucifixion | | Of Such is the Kingdom 
[} The Four Flats [} Red Terror in Malaya 
[] The Hand is Quicker [] The Risen Christ 
[} I Saw Petra [}] The Way Out 


definite showings: 


Date Wanted 
*(I am allowing at least 3 weeks to give 


time to contact company which handles 
film.) 
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—THE END— 
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(Continued from page 7) ee 


Elijah “prayed again, and the | 
heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit.” Or, as 
Mr. Moody used to put it in his 
graphic way, “Elijah locked up 
heaven for three years and six 
months and put the key in his 
pocket.” 

Now there is no particular need 
that you or I know of why we 
should shut up heaven for three, 
years and six months, or, for that 
matter, for three days; but there 
is a most imperative need that we 
bring some other things to pass 
and there is no other way in which 
we can bring them to pass than 
by praying for them, by definite 
and determined prayer. So we are 
brought face to face with the 
tremendously important question: 
What are some of the definite 
things that are greatly to be de- 
sired at the present time that 
prayer will bring to pass? 

We saw in our previous chapter | 
two immeasurably important | 
things that prayer will accomplish. 
First, that it will promote our own 
personal piety, our individual holi- 
ness, our individual growth into 
the likeness of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. Second, that it) 
will brin@ the power of God into| 
our work. This morning we shall 
discover from a study of the Bible | 
some other exceedingly important 
things that the right sort of pray- 
ing will bring to pass. 


I, Prayer Will S 


Turn to the 


save Others 

first Epistle of | 
John, chapter 5, verse 16: “If any | 
man see his brother sinning a sin 


on the subject of prayer and its 
amazing power. The statement of 
this verse is not only most re- 
markable, it is also most cheering 
and most gladdening. God here 
tells us that prayer will not only 
bring blessing to the one who 
prays, but that it will bring the 
greatest of all blessings, even the 
blessing of eternal life, to others, 
to those for whom we pray. It 
tells us that if we see another 
sinning a sin not unto death, that 
is, committing sin, any sin except 
the one unpardonable sin, we can 
go to God in prayer for that one 
and that in answer to our prayer 
God will give life, eternal life, to 
this one for whom we have prayed. 

This passage, of course, is often 


‘taken to teach divine healing, and 


interpreted as if the thought were 
that the “life’”’ here spoken of was 
mere natural or physical life, and 
that by our prayer we could get 
physical life for one who was sick 
because of his sinning but who 
had not sinned the sin which must 
eventuate in his being removed 
from this world. But this is not 
only an incorrect but an impos- 
sible interpretation. The Apostle 
John in his writings uses two dif- 
ferent Greek words for “‘life.”’ 
of them signifies physical life, the 
other signifies spiritual or eternal 
life; it is never used of natural 
life, merely physical life. I have 
looked up every passage where 
John uses this latter word in his 
Gospel, in his Epistles and in the 
Book of Revelation, and not in 
one single instance does he use 
the word used 


One | 


liverance from natural death, by 
praying for one who has sinned, 
but that he can obtain eternal life, 
salvation in its fullest sense, for 
the one who has sinned but has 
not sinned unto death. It is a 
wonderful thought and a thought 
full of comfort and encourage- 
ment. 


We can accomplish more for 
the salvation of others by praying 
for them than we cart in any-other 
way. I do not mean by this that 
when we feel our responsibility 
for the salvation of someone else 
we should merely pray for them 
and do nothing else. That is what 
many do, they are not willing to 
do their duty and go to them and 
speak to them about Christ, and 
so they go to God in prayer and 
when they have prayed for their 
salvation they flatter themselves 
that they have done their whole 
duty, and thus make their prayer 
an excuse for their cowardice and 
laziness and neglect of duty. That 
kind of praying is a mockery, 
it is simply an attempt to cover 
up and excuse our neglect of duty; 
and God will pay no attention 
whatever to prayers of that sort. 
God never gave us the wonderful 
privilege of prayer as a make- 
shift to cover up our laziness and 
neglect of duty. But, if we are 
willing that God should use us in 
answering our own prayers, will- 
ing to do anything that God may 
guide us to do to secure the sal- 
vation of those for whom we are 
praying, willing to do anything in 
our power to bring about the sal- 
vation of those for whom we pray, 
then we can accomplish far more 
for their salvation by praying for 
them than in any other way. 

Did you ever think how our 


in this verse of| Lord Jesus Himself accomplished 


not unto death, he shall ask, and | anything but spiritual or eternal | | things by praying that even He 
life. This is the word John uses | | could not accomplish in any other 


God will give him life for them | 
that sin not unto death.” | 


This is one of the most remark- | 
able statements in the whole Bible | 


in this passage, 
of this passage then is, 
one may obtain physical life, 


and the thought! way? Take for example the case 
not that|of Simon Peter. 


He was full of 


de- | self-confidence and therefore was 


An, ea 
\ 


Ww 


ov waF ~ 
Nut 


wy 
At MI ‘ 
a 


i® 
*. \s J 


nf 
¥en 
‘ 


WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS oe SWORD stip eay. FIND: a vatves 


FREE —. jail ministry 
follow-up. B ible study porrenese dence course 
conserves for st. Write 

PRISON ‘MISSION ASSOC, 
P. O, Box 141, Weatherford, Texas 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS; 
LOW AS $54.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjusts able 
for size and wei ght of card or paper, in 
eluding supply ki $12.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35, St: nd ard and port: abl e type- | 
writere—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lor d readers. The Type- | 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave. | 


Chicago 36, Ill. GRo vehill 6-8100, 
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ideal Witness Oppertunity to 
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| Have you read the ads | 


20 bright Bible 


“OBJECTALKS’"— =.” to bovs and 


girls illustrated by familiar objects. 


“TALKS ON TEXTS" — 2° ch! 


dren’é 
sermons. Illuminated by fascin- 


afing illustrations. 


“PAPER TEARING TALKS" — 


15 gospel talks. Paper is folded then 
torn amd the object is unfolded. In- 
teresting to old and young, full dl- 
rections. 

“Your talks are 


A PASTOR writes: the best I have 
ever used or have =e able to fimd.** 

E oo vour talks 
ANOTHER Says: with « lot “ot 


-. D.V.B.8 
succes 


55 talks—a whole year with the Each set $1.60 
Children. Over 100,000 in use All three $2.00 


HADDON SERVICE, &0x,!6- 


7 
Fairfield, Conn, 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 


Send for Samples 


SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164, Marcus Heok, Pa. 
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The Editor Paar 
Youngs People's 
Questions 


Is it wrong to preach mes- 
sages from THE SWORD? 


I do not think it is wrong to 
ret help from preaching from 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
and from other good sources. 
However, you probably feel con- 
victed because you did not do 
enough Bible study for yourself. 
The cheap way and the easy way 
is just to get what somebody else 
has worked on and not do any 
study yourself. I think it is per- 
fectly all right to use a sermon 
outline found in THE SWORD, if 
God leads you to do so. But first 
you ought to take time with the 
Scriptures and earnestly pray for 
God to help you understand them 
and be able to preach them, It is 
not wrong to use sermons in T 
SOTL, if God leads you to do so, 
but it is certainly wrong to neg- 
lect the Bible yourself. So read 
the Bible a lot, pray over it, love 
it, learn it, then God will help you 
to be happy about it. Then you 
will begin more and more to find 
your sermons for yourself in the 
Bible, too. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 


Mention The Sword of the Lord 


You may buy with confidence! 
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IN LITTLE SPACE 


“pie . . - 
Christian Greeting Cards 
For Sale and For Personal Use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Oc- 
casions, Comforting, encouraging messages 
of cheer to the sick, sorrowing and shut- 
in. Bexed Assortments and in Bulk, Good 
profit and prices reasonable. Write fo: 

Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. S, Buffalo 8, N. Y. 


FLY TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS 


im the 35-day 
TEMPLE TOUR TO 
BIBLE LANDS 


featuring Dr. Walter Hughes 
as devotional lecturer 


July 13-Aug. 16, 1956 
For Information Write 
Dr. George A. E. Salstrand 


Tennessee Temple Schools, Dept. 8S. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


7,000 yoenees WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. com- 
mission. Send for free catalog and price 
list. 

Geerge W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pentiac Bidg., Chicago 5, Ll. 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


A most complete 
BULLETIN SERVICE 
fer Bible-belHeving churches 
ye NOW offer:— 
@ Every Sunday folders of distinction 
@® Bulletins for Spirit Duplicator machines 
@ Imprint service for our folders 
® Personalized Folders—a complete year’s 
program including duotone and multi- 
color for special days—an amazing 
offer! 
Write today for samples—specify kind 
wanted 
THEDRAL FOLDERS 


Box 62 as SL Brainerd, Minnesota 


in imminent danger. Our Lord en- 
deavoured by His teachings and 
by His warnings to deliver Peter 
from his self-confidence. He told 
Peter definitely of his coming 
temptation and of his fall, but 
Peter, filled with self-confidence, 
replied, “If all shall be offended 
in thee, I will never be offended” 
(Matt. 26:33). And again, “I will 
lay down my life for thee” (John 
13:37). Teaching failed, warning 
failed, and then our Lord took, to 
prayer. He said, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan asked to have you, 
that he might sift you as wheat: 
but I made supplication for thee, 
that thy faith fail not; and do thou 
when once thou hast turned again, 
establish thy brethren” (Luke 21: 
31, 32). Satan got what he asked 
—he got Simon into his sieve and 
sifted him; and, oh, how poor 
Simon was battered and bruised 
against the edges of Satan’s sieve! 
But all the time Satan sifted, our 
Lord Jesus prayed, and Simon was 
perfectly safe even though he was 
in Satan’s sieve; and all Satan 
succeeded in doing with him was 
to sift some of the chaff out of 
him, and Simon came out of Sa- 
tan’s sieve purer wheat than he 
ever was before. 


It was our Lord’s prayer for 
him that transformed the Simon 
who denied his Lord three times, 
and denied Him with oaths and 
curses, in the courtyard of An- 
nas and Caiaphas, into Peter, the 
man of rock, who faced the very 
court that sentenced Jesus. to 
death and hurled defiance in their 
teeth and said: 


“Ye rulers of the people and 
elders, if we this day are exam- 
ined concerning a good deed done 
to an impotent man, by what 
means this man is made whole; be 
it known unto you all, and to all 
the people of Israel, that in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God 


raised from the dead, even in him | 


doth this 
you whole. 


man stand here before 
"—-Acts 4:8-10. 


Prayer will reach down, down, 
down into the deepest depths of sin 
and ruin and take hold of men and 
women who seem lost beyond all 
possibility or hope of redemption, 
and lift them up, up, up until they 
are fit for a place beside the Son 
of God upon the throne. 


Many years ago in Chicago, in 
the early days of Mr. Moody’s 
work in that city, there was a 
very desperate man who used to 
attend the meetings and try to 
disturb them. He was a Scotch- 
man and had been reared in a 
Christian home by a godly mother, 
but he had wandered far from the 
teachings of his childhood. He was 
a man dreaded even by other dis- 
solute men in Chicago. One night 
he stood outside the old Taber- 
nacle with a pitcher of beer in his 


hand offering a free drink to 
everybody that came out of the 
Tabernacle. At other’ times he 


would come into the meetings and 
into the after-meetings, and try 
and disturb the workers. 


One night Major Whittle was 
dealing with two young men and 
this desperate Scotchman stood 
near mocking until Major Whittle 
turned to the young men and said, 
“If you set any value upon your 
souls, I advise you not to have 
anything to do with that desper- 
ate man”; and he only laughed. 
But his old mother over in Scot- 
land was praying; and one night 
he went to bed just as wicked and 
godless as ever, and in answer to 
his mother’s prayer God awakened 
him in the middle of the night 
and brought to his mind a text of 
Scripture that he had forgotten 
was in the Bible, Romans .4:5, 
“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is reck- 
oned for righteousness.” That 
verse of Scripture went home to 
his heart and he accepted Christ 
without getting out of bed. He 
became one of the most active 
and most useful members of the 
Moody Church. When I was pastor 
of the church he was one of the 
elders, and afterwards became 
visitor for the church, and he was 


used of God to lead many to 
Christ. 
Sometime after his own con- 


version he went to Scotland to 
visit his old mother. He had a 
brother in Glasgow in business 
and this brother was trying to be 
an agnostic. But the godly mother 
and converted son prayed for this 


brother and he was converted and! 


| thought, 


gave himself up to God's work, 
went to the Free Clitrch College 
to prepare for foreign missionary 
work and for thirty years was a 
medical missionary in India under 
the Free Church of Scotland Mis- 
sionary Board. 

But there was still another 
brother, a wanderer on the face of 
the earth. They did not know 
where he was, though they sup 
posed he was somewhere on the 
high seas, but the godly mother 
and converted brother knelt and 
prayed for this wandering son and 
brother. As they prayed that son, 
unknown to them, was on the deck 
of a vessel on the other side of the 
globe, in the Bay of Bengal, not 
far from Calcutta; and the Spirit 
of God fell upon that son on the 
deck of that vessel and he was 
converted. He was for many years 
a member of the Moody Church 
when I was pastor there, and when 
I went out to Los Angeles he fol- 
lowed me and became a member 
of our church in Los Angeles, and 
then died a triumphant death. 
Prayer had _ reached half-way 
round the world and saved instant- 
ly a man who seemed utterly be- 
yond hope. 

When I was in England holding 
meetings in the city of Manchest- 
er, one of the leading business men 
came to me and asked me to pray 
for the conversion of his son. He 
said, ‘““My son is a graduate of 
Cambridge University and a bright 
barrister. He has a wife and two 
children but he has left his wife 
and children and we do not know 
where he is. Will you pray for his 
conversion?” I promised him that 
I would. Some months afterward 


this man came to me at the Kes- © 


wick Convention’and said, “I havé 
got track of my boy. He is in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. Do 
you know any minister in Van- 
couver to whom I could cable?” I 
told him the name of a friend who 
was a minister of the Gospel in 
Vancouver and he cabled him. The 
next day he came to me and said, 
“We were too late. The bird has 
flown, he has left Vancouver. Will 
you continue to pray for him?” I 
said I would. At the close of the 
Same year, when we began our 
second series of meeting in Liver- 
pool, unknown to his father, this 
son had returned to England and 
was in Liverpooi. He came to our 
very first Sunday afternoon meet- 
ing and was one of the first ones 
to accept Christ, and immediately 
began to study for holy orders 
under the Bishop of Liverpool. 

Let me tell you one more in- 
stance of the power of prayer to 
save, where everything else fails. 
Very soon after my own conver- 
sion God laid a certain man whom 
I greatly loved upon my heart, and 
I began to pray every day for his 
conversion. After having prayed 
for him for some time I thought 
to myself, “I will spend a whole 
night in prayer for his conversion.” 
I spent the whole night on my 
knees, though I must confess 
that “while the spirit was will- 
ing the flesh was weak” and 
part of the night I fell asleep on 
my knees. The next morning I 
“You spent the whole 
night in prayer, now write him.” 
I was in New Haven and he was 
in New York, and I wrote him 
urging him to accept Christ. Al- 
most by return of mail I got a 
letter from him making fun of 
me for what I was doing. Then 
the Devil tempted me to give up, 
he said, ‘““Here you spent the whole 
night in prayer for him and this 
is the only result. What is the use 
of praying?” But for once at least 
the Devil did not succeed in de- 
ceiving me or discouraging me, 
and I kept on praying for him, I 
prayed for him every day for fif- 
teen years. In the meantime he 
had moved to Chicago and so had 
I. I called upon him at the old 
Sherman House where he was liv- 
ing, but he was more profane than 
usual—just to hurt my feelings. I 
ceased speaking to him but kept 
on praying. 

The very first winter that I 
was in Chicago, as I was praying 
for him one morning, God said to 
me, “You need not pray any long- 
er, I have heard your prayer, he 
will be converted.” I never asked 
God again for his conversion; but 
every morning I looked up to God 
and I said to Him, “Heavenly 
Father, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast heard my prayer and now I 
am waiting to see it.” 


About two weeks passed by. This 
(Continued on page 9) 


ese Qe ons 


ee a a ee a ee ee ee ae ee ee 


_, ~~ *‘ _  \ 


Friday, February 24, 1956 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


“What Definite and Desirable. . . 


(Continued from page 8) 


man had been confined to his bed 
by rheumatism and I had called 
on him at his home. Now he was 
up and came over to our home to 
dinner. After dinner I invited him 
to stay all night. He replied, 
“Well, I think I will. I am just 
up from rheumatism, it is damp 
out tonight, I am afraid to go out. 
Yes, I will stay all night.’”’ When 
he wakened the next morning his 
rheumatism was back to that ex- 
tent that his feet were so swollen 
that he was unable to get his shoes 
on, and he was shut up in my 
house for two weeks. My day of 
opportunity had come, I did not 
speak directly to him about ac- 
cepting Christ, but the children 
running in and out of his room 
seemed to speak more about the 
Lord Jesus than usual, although 
they always loved to talk about 
Him. My friends coming into our 
home and seeing him there in the 
house of the minister took it for 
granted that he was a Christian 
and seemed to talk more than 
usual about Jesus Christ. After 
two weeks he was able to get his 
shoes on and after breakfast 
started down La Salle Avenue 
with me when I went to my of- 
fice, he intending to go to his own 
home. 

We had walked about half a 
block when he turned to me sud- 
denly and said, “Archie, I am 
- thinking of going into temperance 
work. How do you begin?” 

I replied, “The only way that 
I know to-begin temperance work 
is by first of all becoming a 
Christian yourself.” 

“Why,” he replied, “I always 
supposed I was a Christian.” 

I said, “You have the strangest 
way of showing it of any person 
I ever knew in my life.” 

He said, ‘“‘“How do you become a 
Christian?” 

I said, “Come over to my office 
and I will tell you.” 

He went over to my office and 
as Mr. Moody was away I took 
him up to Mr. Moody’s office, and 
we sat down and I explained to 
him the way of life. He was nearly 
eight years older than I, and yet 
I explained to him the way of life 
just as I would have explained it 
to a child, and like a child he 
listened and acted, and knelt down 
then and there and like a little 
child accepted Jesus Christ. He 
Was preaching within a year—he 
preached almost up to the end. He 
Was supplying a Presbyterian pul- 
pit forty miles from Chicago. I 
had been down East visiting old 
friends of his and mine. I came 
back to Chieago and heard that he 
Was poorly and I took the train 
and went out to see him. I found 
that he had not preached’ the day 
before, though he had preached 
the Sunday before that. I began 
to talk to him about old friends 
of his.and mine in New York 
State. “Oh,” he said, “never mind 
that; let’s have a time of prayer.” 
I spent the whole day with him. I 
Was going South the next day to 
a Convention of students from 
Southern universities and I slept 
that night in the Institute in 
order to take an early train. Very 
early in the morning, before I was 
up, there came a rap at my door. 
I went to the door and one of my 
students stood there with a tele- 
gram in his hand. I opened it and 
it read, “Your brother passed away 
at two o'clock this morning.” 
Again I hurried out to the place 
where he had been supplying the 
pulpit, and as I went into that 
quiet room and turned back the 
white sheet from the face of my 
oldest brother as he lay there 
silent in death, I thanked God that 
for fifteen long years I had be- 
lieved in a God who answered 
praver. 

Oh, men and women, have you 
loved ones who are unsaved? 
There is a way to reach them: 
that way is by the throne of God. 
By the way of the throne of God 
you can reach out to the utter- 
most parts of the earth and get 
hold of your loved ones of whom 
you have lost all track. God 
knows where they are and God 
hears and answers prayer. 

At the close of a meeting in a 
certain city a lady came to me 
and said, “I have a brother above 
sixty years of age. I have been 
praying for his salvation for years 
but I have given up. I will begin 
again.” Within two weeks she 
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came to me and said, “I have 
heard from my brother and he has 


‘accepted Christ.” 


Yes, yes, yes, “the supplication 
of a righteous man availeth much 
in its working,” and if we would 
only pray more and be more sure 
that we had met the conditions 
of prevailing prayer, we would see 
multitudes more of men and wo- 
men flocking to Jesus Christ. Oh, 
that we might pray as we ought, 
as intelligently as we ought, as 
definitely as we ought, as 
earnestly and determinedly as we 
ought, for the salvation of the 
men, women and children who 
we know are unsaved. 


II. Prayer Will Bring Blessing 
and Power to Ministers 
of the Word 

Now turn to Ephesians 6:17-20 
(R.V.): 

“And take the helmet of sal- 
vation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God: 
with all prayer and supplication 
praying at all seasons in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto in all per- 
severance and supplication for all 
the saints, and on my behalf, that 
utterance may be given unto me 
im opening my mouth, to make 
known with boldness the mystery 
of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains; that in it I 
may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak,” 

Here Paul urgently requests the 
earnest prayers of the believers in 
Ephesus for himself, that in an- 
swer to their prayers he may 
preach the Gospel with boldness 
and with power. Paul made a sim- 
ilar request of every church to 
which he wrote with one striking 
exception; that one exception was 
the Church in Galatia. That 
church was a backsliding church 
and he did not care to have a 
backsliding church praying for 
him. In every other case he 
urged the Church to pray for 
him, Here we see the power oj 
prayer to bring blessing and bold- 
ness and efficiency to ministers of 
the Gospel. A minister can be 
made a man of power by prayer, 
and he can be unmade and bereft 
of power by people failing to pray 
for him. Any church can have a 
mighty man-of God for its pastor, 
if it is willing to pay the price, and 


that price is not a big salary but 


great praying. 

Have you a pastor that you do 
not like, a pastor that is inefficient 
it may be, or perhaps a pastor 
who does not clearly know nor 
preach the truth? Do you want 
a new minister? I can tell you 
how to get him. Pray for the one 
you have till God makes him over. 

Many years ago in one of the 


converted man. He had but little 
interest in the real things of God; 
his interest was largely in restor- 
ing old churches and in matters of 
ritual, There were a great many 
godly people in that parish and 
they began to’ pray to God to con- 


vert their minister, and then they 


would go to church every Sunday 
and watch for the answer to their 
prayers, 

One Lord’s Day when he rose to 
speak he had not uttered many 
sentences before the people of 
spiritual discernment realized that 
their prayers had been answered 
and a cry arose all over the 
church, “The parson’s converted, 
the parson’s converted”; and it 
was true. He was not only con- 
verted but he was endued with 
power from on high; and for many 
years God used that man all over 
England for the conversion of sin- 
ners, for the blessing of all saints, 
and for the _ quickening of 
churches, as almost no other man 
in the Church of England. 


There was a church in the City 
of Hartford, Connecticut, that had 
a very brilliant man ffor its 
pastor, but he was not sound in 
doctrine. There were three godly 
men in that church who realized 
that their pastor was not preach- 
ing the truth. They covenanted 
together to meet every Saturday 
night to pray long into the night 
for their minister. So Saturday 
night after Saturday night they 
met in earnest and protracted 
prayer, then Sunday morning they 
would go to church and sit in 
their places and watch for an 
answer to their prayers. One Sun- 
day morning when the minister 
rose to speak he was just as 
brilliant and just as gifted as 
ever, but it soon became evident 
that God had transformed his 
ideas and transformed the man, 
and Dr. Theodore Cuyler is au- 
thority for the statement that 
God sent to the city of Hartford 
the greatest revival that city ever 
had, through that minister who 
was transformed by the prayers 
of his members. Oh, if we would 
talk less to one another against 
our ministers and more to God 
in their behalf, we -would have 
far better ministers than we have 
now. 

Have you a minister that you 
do like? Do you wish him to be 
even better, do you wish him to be 
far more effective than he is to- 
day? Pray for him till God gives 
him new wisdom and clothes him 
with new power. 

Have you ever 


heard how 


| Dwight L. Moody became a world- 


wide evangelist? After the great 
fire in Chicago, Mr. Moody stayed 
in Chicago long enough to get 
money together to feed the poor 
and to provide a new building for 
his own work, then he went to 
England for a .rest. He did not 
intend to preach at al,. but to 


Spurgeon, George Mueller, and 
others. He was invited to preach 
one Sunday in a Congregational 
church in the North of London, of 
which a Mr. Lessey was the 
pastor. He accepted the invitation. 


Sunday morning as he preached 
he had great difficulty. As he 
told the story to me many years 
afterward, he said, “I had no 
power, no liberty; it seemed like 
pulling a heavy train up a steep 
grade, and as I preached I said 


to myself, ‘What a fool I was to; 
consent to preach. I came here to | 


hear others, and here I am preach- 
ing.’ As I drew to the close of my 
sermon I had a sense of relief 
that I was so near through, and 
then the thought came to me, 
‘Well, I’ve got to do it again to- 
night.’ I tried to get Mr. Lessey 
to release me from preaching that 
night, but he would not consent. 


I went to the evening service with | 
a heavy heart. But I had not been | 
preaching long when it seemed as | 


if the powers of an unseen world 
had fallen upon that audience. As 
I drew to the close of my sermon 
I got courage to draw the net. I 
asked all that would then and 
there accept Christ to rise, and 
about five hundred people arose 
to their feet. I thought there 
must be some mistake; so I asked 
them to sit down, and then I 
said, “There will be an after-meet- 
ing in the vestry, and if any. of 
you will really accept Christ meet 
the pastor and me in the vestry.’ 


“There was a door at each side 
of the pulpit into the vestry and 


people began to stream through | 
these doors into the vestry, and| 
I turned to Mr. Lessey and said, | 


who are these 
replied, ‘I do not 
they your people?’ 
‘Some of them are.’ ‘Are they 
Christians?’ ‘Not as far as I 
know.’ We went into the vestry 
and I repeated the invitation in 
a stronger form, and they all rose 


‘Mr. Lessey, 
people?’ He 


know.” ‘Are 


them to be seated, and repeated 
the invitation in a still stronger 
form, and again they all arose. 
I still thought there must be 
some mistake and I said to the 
people, ‘I am going to Ireland to- 
morrow, but your pastor will be 
here tomorrow night and if you 
really. mean what you have said 
here tonight meet him here.’ After 
I reached Ireland I received a tele- 
gram from Mr. Lessey saying, ‘Mr. 
Moody, there were more people 
out on Monday night than on 
Sunday night. A _ revival has 
broken out in our church and 
you must come back and help 
me.’” Mr. Moody hurried back 
from Dublin to London and held 
a series of meetings in Mr. Les- 
sey’s church that added hundreds 
of people to the churches of North 
London, and that was what led 
to the invitation that took him 


Cornish parishes of the Church of | hear some of the great preachers|over to England later for the 
England, the Vicar was not even a'on the other side of the water,’ great work that stirred the whole 
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THE HOME 


Courtship, Marriage and 


Children 


about 
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bound, 
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. is definitely 


that story I said, 
somebody must have been pray- 
ing.” 
tell you that? That is the point 
of the whole story. There were 
two sisters in that church, one of 
whom was bedridden; the other 
one heard me that Sunday morn- 


| 
again. I still thought that there |? 


must be some mistake and asked. 


world. 


After Mr. Moody had told me 
“Mr. Moody, 


“Oh,” he said, “did I not 


ing. She went home and said to 


her sister, ‘Who do you suppose 
preached for 
The sister replied, ‘I do not know.’ 
Then she said, ‘Guess,’ and the 


us this morning?’ 


sister guessed all the men that 
Mr. Lessey was in the habit of 
exchanging with, but her sister 
said ‘No.’ Then her sister asked, 
‘Who did preach for us this morn- 
ing?’ And she replied, ‘Mr. Moody 


of Chicago.’ No sooner had she 


said it than her sister turned pale 
as death and said, ‘What! Mr. 
Moody of Chicago! I have read of 
him in an American paper and I 
have been praying God to send 
him to London, and to send him 
to our church. If I had known 
he was to preach this morning I 
would have eaten no breakfast, 
I would have spent the whole 
morning in fasting and prayer. 
Now, sister, go out, lock the door, 
do not let any one come to sce 
me, do not let them send me any 
dinner; I am gonig to spend the 
whole afternoon and evening in 
fasting and prayer.’”’ And pray she 
did, and God heard and answered. 
God is just as ready to hear and. 
answer you as He was to answer 
that bedridden saint. To whatever 
church you belong, and whoever 
your pastor is, you can make him 
a man of power. If he is a man 
of power already, you can make 
him a man of even greater power. 

Will you bear with me while I 
give you a leaf out of my own ex- 
perience? When I went to Chicago 
it was not to take the pastorate 
of a church but to be superin- 
tendent of the Bible Institute and 
the Chicago Evangelization 
Society. After I had been there 
four years the pulpit of the Moody 
Church became vacant and Mr. 
Moody and I asked them to call 
a very gifted preacher from 
Aberdeen, Scotland, which they 
did. While we waited to hear 
from him as to whether he would 
accept the call, I filled the pulpit; 
and God so blessed the preaching 
of His Word that quite a number 
of the people were praying that 
the minister from Scotland would 


not accept the call, and he did 
not, 
Then they called me to the 


pastorate. I could not see how I 
could take it; my hands were full 
with the Institute, the lectures, 
the correspondence and other 
duties. But Mr. Moody urged me 
to accept the call; he said, “That 
is what I have beén Wanting all 
the time, If you will only aceept 
the call, I will give you all the 
help that you ask for, and provide 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Abraham or Lot--Which .. . ? 


(Continued from page 1) 


for years but he is still a spiritual 
baby. A babe has to be fed milk, 
he cannot help others but needs 
constant help. He cannot walk 
straight nor talk properly. In the 
Corinthian church were grown-up 
men who were still spiritual babes. 
Paul calls them carnal Christians, 

This threefold division is illustra- 
ted in the history of Lazarus, He 
was dead in the grave. Jesus ap- 

red and cried, “Lazarus, come 
forth.” 
did not step from the tomb prais- 
ing the Lord for his resurrection. 
Instead, he came shuffling out, 
for his feet were still bound with 
graveclothes. He spoke not a word, 
for his face was bound around 
with a cloth so that he could 
not open his mouth. He was alive 
but silent And helpless. Jesus 
cried. “Loose him, and let him 
go.” The next time we see Laza- 
rus, he is in a house at Bethany, 
and the place is crowded to the 
doors to see and hear a man 4a- 
live from the dead (John 12:9). 

Lazarus in the tomb pictures 
the sinner dead in his sins. Laza- 
rus, living, but silent and help- 
less, illustrates the weak, carnal 
Christian. Lazarus raised and lib- 
erated is God’s picture of a useful, 
witnessing, victorious believer. 

This same threefold division is 
seen in Israel’s experience. In 
Egypt they were a nation of 
slaves. One memorable day God 
brought them out of Egypt and 
through the Red Sea to a place 
of freedom. But although they 
were now a redeemed people they 
wandered for forty years in the 
wilderness, living a defeated life. 
They murmured against God, criti- 
cized Moses their leader, and 
grieved God by their lack of faith. 
Then one day they went over Jor- 
dan into the land of Canaan, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, 
and there became a victorious peo- 
ple putting their enemies to flight. 
Israel in Egypt is the unsaved 
man. Israel in the wilderness is 
the carnal Christian. Israel in Ca- 
naan illustrates the victorious, 
fruitful, God-glorifying life that 
should be the normal life of 
every Christian. 

So important is this distinction 
between the two classes of belie- 
vers, that right at the beginning 
of the Bible God uses two entire 


He did so. But Lazarus | 


chapters to paint the portraits of 
two men whose lives illustrate 
this truth. In the 18th and 19th 
chapters of Genesis we have a full- 
length portrait, first of Abraham, 
then of Lot. Both men were re- 
lated as uncle and nephew, both 
were believers, both are in Heaven 
as I write about them. But while 
both went to the same Heaven, 
that Heaven is not the same to 
these two men. Nor in the nature 
of the case can it ever be. The 
capacity for enjoying Heaven is de- 
veloped here in this life. In a very 
real sense, we take our heaven to 
Heaven with us. There is a future 
day of judgment for every Chris- 
tian with regard to our works, 
when we shall be asked to give an 
account of our stewardship, but 
it is just as true that every day is 
a judgment day, and we can decide 


today the kind of Heaven we shall 

‘live in tomorrow. We can increase 
| or limit our joy in the everlasting 
future according to the way we 
live our lives as believers here and 
now. 

With this solemn thought in 
mind, let us note the character 
contrast between these two men. 
As we study the two portraits let 
us each ask ourselves, Which am 1? 
Am I an Abraham or a Lot? Am I 
a spiritual or a carnal believer? 


A Contrast in Position 


When God appeared to Abra- 
ham, he was found sitting at the 
door of his tent, out in the open 
field, breathing God's clean fresh 
air. When God came to Lot, He 
found him anchored in the godless 
city of Sodom. The foul smell of 
Sodom’s iniquity had become a 
stench in the nostrils of God, but 
Lot, although a believer, was con- 
tent to live there. 

I have no desire to dwell on 
Sodom’s wickedness. Its people 
were moral lepérs, so unspeakably 
vile that God was about to blot 
this festering sore from the face 
of the earth. Now Lot knew 
all about Sodom’s wickedness, and 
although God had given him sev- 
eral sweet little girls, he was will- 
ing for the sake of material gain 
to move his residence, first toward 
Sodom, and later, right into the 
city itself. He was actually will- 
ing to bring up his family in a city 
teeming with moral filth, and thus 


risk the chastity of his daughters 
for the sake of the monetary gain. 

Not so Abraham. God had pro- 
mised him that entire land as a 
possession, but he would wait God’s 
time for it. He would keep himself 
apart from Sodom with its god- 
lessness. Abraham in his day lived 
a separated life. 

The geographical position of the 
two men is not accidental. It 
illustrates the different attitudes 
toward the world and its allure- 
ments taken by the two kinds of 
believers. There are those who, 
like Abraham, keep themselves un- 
spotted from the world. They shun 
not only what is evil, but what 
is questionable. Other believers 
seek to find their joy in the things 
of the world. They live on the 
borderland between the _ wilder- 
ness and Canaan. They try to 
hold to Jesus with one hand, and to 
Venus, the goddess of pleasure, 
with the other. Carnal believers, 
worldly Christians, followers of 
Lot. 

Note also 


The Contrast in Fellowship 
With God 

God came to Abraham in the 
form of three men (was this an 
intimation of the Trinity?). He 
came at noon, when the world 
was flooded with light, and Abra- 
ham could get a good look at his 
heavenly visitors; and when Abra- 
ham invited them to be his guests, 
they readily accepted. 

Look now at Lot. God came, 
not in the form of three men, but 
in the form of two angels. He 
came, not at noon, but at night, 
when the features of the visitors 
were shrouded in the gloom of 
evening. And when Lot invited 
them into his house, they refused 
at first to enter. Indeed they went 
further. They said they would 
rather walk the street all night 
than abide under his roof. It’s 
right there my friends in the Bi- 
ble. “And he [Lot] said, Behold 
now my lords, turn in, I pray you, 
into your servant’s house, and tar- 
ry all night, and wash your feet, 
and ye shall rise up early, and 
go on your ways, And they said, 
Nay; but we will abide in the 
street all night.’”’ Mind you, they 
did finally enter, but not readily. 
They remained reluctantly and on- 
ly because Lot “pressed upon them 
greatly.” 

How striking the contrast in in- 
timacy and fellowship with God 


What Definite and Desirable. . . 


(Continued from page 9) 


men to help you in the Institute;”’ 
and I accepted the call. 

The first sermon that I preached 
after taking the pastorate of the 
church was upon prayer, and in 
it I said some of the things that 
I have said here. As I drew toward 
the close of my sermon I said, 
“How glad your new pastor would 
be if he knew that some of you 
men and women of God sat up 
late Saturday night, or rose early 
Sunday morning, to pray for your 
new pastor;” and many of those 
dear saints of God took me at 
my word. Many of them sat up 
late Saturday night praying for 
their minister, and many of them 
rose early Sunday morning to pray 
for theit minister; and God 
answered prayer. The church 
building when I took the pastorate 
would seat twenty-two hundred 
people, twelve hundred on the 
floor and one thousand in the gal- 
lery; but in the preceding years 
only the floor of the church was 
filled, and the gallery only opened 
on special occasions, when Mr. 
Moody was there or something of 
that kind. Almost immediately it 
became necessary to open the gal- 
lery; and then in the evening 
service every inch of standing 
room would be taken, until we 
packed twenty-seven hundred 
people into that building by actual 
count, and the police authorities 
required us to no longer allow 
people to sit on the stairs or stand 
in the aisles. Then we had an 
overflow meeting in the rooms be- 
low, which would seat eleven 
hundred, and oftentimes into the 
Institute Lecture Hall also. 


But that was not the best of it. 
There were conversions every Sun- 
day; indeed, there were con- 
versions in and about the church 
practically every day in the week. 
The great majority of those who 
were converted did not unite with 
the Moody Church, they were 
strangers passing through the 
city, or people that came from 
other churches. It got to be quite 
the custom for some ministers to 
send their people over to our 
church to have them converted, 


between these two men! With 
Abraham, the spiritual believer, 


(Continued on page 11) 


then they would go back and join 
the churches to which they proper- 
ly belonged. So only a compara- 
tively small proportion of those 
converted united with our church, 
and yet the smallest number that 
we ever received into the church 
in any one of the eight years that 
I remained there as active pastor 
was two hundred fifty, and in 
those eight years I had the joy 
of giving the right hand of fel- 
lowship to over two thousand 
new members. 

And it. went on just the same 
way the four years that I was only 
nominally pastor and not at the 
church at all, under the different 
men that came there and whom 
the people prayed into power. It 
went on the same way under Dr. 
Dixon's pastorate. It was not so 
much the men who were preaching 
as the people behind them who 
were praying that accomplished 
such great things for God. And 
then when I started around the 
world those people still followed 
me with their prayers; and it was 
reported when I came back, by 
one who claimed to know, that 
there were over one hundred and 
two thousand persons who made 
a definite profession of accepting 
Christ in the different places I 
visited in those months that I was 
away. 

When I came back after my first 
eighteen months’ absence, Dr. 
Dixon met me one day, and he 
said to me (this was before he 
became pastor of the church), 
“Torrey, when we heard the things 
that were done in Australia and 
elsewhere we were all surprised. 
We didn’t think it was in you.” 
He was perfectly right about that; 
it wasn’t in me. Then he added, 
“But when I went out and supplied 
your church for a month and 
heard your people pray for you, 
I understood it.” 

Oh, any church can have 4 mini- 
ster who is a man of power, a 
minister who is baptized and 
filled with the Holy Ghost, if they 
are willing to pay the price, and 
the price is prayer, much prayer, 
much real prayer, prayer in the 
Holy Ghost. 


(From THE POWER OF PRAYER AND 
THE PRAYER OF POWER, by R. A, Ter- 
rey. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, at $2.50. 
Used by permission of the publisher.) 


— THE END — 
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About It. This booklet is 
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printing of 170,000 copies. 

Here’s what you do: 

1. Fill in the empty 
blanks according to the 
clews given. Answers 
must be correct and com- 
plete. Please print clearly. 

2. Print (not write) 
your own name and ad- 
dress in the blank below 
the puzzle and mail to: 
Aunt Jessie, PUZZLE 
EDITOR, The Sword of 


37 


the Lord, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. We cannot return 
entries. If you do not wish 


| | F 


to cut up your copy of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
you may print your an- 


swers on another piece of 
paper or a postcard, in 
proper order. 

3. To receive the book- 


let, Hell, your entry must 
be postmarked by mid- 
night, Thursday, March 1, 


Zone 


State 


oe, A niet ES aA A PE RR A a MaRS AIA AORe 
7. hate me, a rats e anal eee. tiie 


1956. The Answer to Puz- 
zle No. 12 will appear in 
the March 9 issue of THE 


TOT tg FFT ptt one i+ @ RF, em WHE He H0°™ >? * e988 rm. FF ve. 


SworpD OF THE LORD. 


FT n Rea hths Sea PR Oe ae 


PUZZLE NUMBER 12 


CLEWS ACROSS 


1 A patriarch who lived in the 
land of Uz. (Job 1:1) 

4 One of the Hexateuch 

12 Son of Shobal, the Horite. (Gen. 
36 :23) 

13 Sight 

14 Unit 

15 Bone of history 

16 River of Scotland 

17 One of the limits of the king- 
dom of Ahasuerus 

19 Paradise 

21 601 

22 Where Melchisedek was High 
Priest. (Gen. 14:18) 

24 Jezebel, Esther, or Herodias 

27 In the year of our Lord (Abbr.) 

28 Wretched 

30 The Moon 

32 Rest. “The Son of Man hath 
not where to — his head”’ 

34 Relative 

36 Pinch 

37 Sins 

39 Beginning of Nimrod’s king- 
dom; a city in Chaldea. (Gen. 
10:10) 

41 French article 

42 Sullen 

44 English poet, bishop, and writer 
of hymns 

47 Mournful 

48 A word seen on the wall at 
Belshazzar’s feast 

49 Mary (Italian) 

ol Associates of the Institute of 
Actuaries (Abbr.) 

o2 Long, narrow inlet 

54 Wrath 

55 Miscellaneous (Abbr.) 

of A King of Israel, to whom 
Elisha sent oil for anointing. 
(I Kings 19:16) 

58 A water monster. (Job 41:1) 

59 Assembly (Abbr.) 


CLEWS DOWN 


Christ wept over this city. 
(Matt.. 23:37) 

Sash 

Capital of Babylonia 
Adverb 

Contend 

That is (Abbr.) 

Once and again 

Fish 

10 One 

11 Ocean 

16 Devil 

18 Art of decorating metal 
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20 Condensed moisture 

21 Sweet 

23 Month of the Jewish Sacred 
Year 

24 Examine by questions 

25 Father of Joshua. (Exod. 33: 
11) 

26 City in which Jesus dwelt; its 
name means “the city of Na- 
hum” 

29 Open country. 
lilies of the...” 

31 River associated with the life 
of Joseph 

33 Unit of time (pl) 

35 Vases used as acousticons in 
ancient theatres 

38 One of the tribe of Joseph, sent 
TS agayes Canaan. (Num. 13: 

1 

40 Son of Zephaniah (Zech. 6:14) 

43 Son of Ham’s son, Cush. (Gen. 
10:7 ——— —- — (Hf) 

45 City of Macedonia, where Paul 
preached. (Acts 17:10) 

46 Rabbit 

48 Mineral which cleaves into thin 
leaves 

49 One one-thousandth of an inch 

90 The only prophetic book of the 
New Testament (Abbr.) 

o1 Tree mentioned in Isaiah as be- 
ing made into idols 


93 Symbol representing a contrae- 
tion of the Greek word for 
Jesus 


56 Pronoun 


“Consider the 


Answer to Puzzle Number 10 
x 


-TSITIMIEIRMESTLIMIEJOINI 
CIMIBTAE IA DIA 
| N 
LIAIMIP HIEIOIL 
G 
H 
YIE A 
? TAIVEIR 


j= 


Ke Oddy 6 &f@ Ss S © D> TP 


oe 


or het eet a OF OO OM tO ts EO: ee Oe rR, Be et 


3s rr ry tee ee 


_-— ~~. ww ee 


_, _», ie +t He sf wi otf -_h me.!.hlUCUCUtCUK 


ee —eeeeE——EEO OS OO = el lCUrerrll lcrerlllC lO 


Friday, February 24, 1956 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


~ Abraham or Lot--Which .. . ? 


(Continued from page 10) 


God stayed readily and gladly; 
with Lot, the carnal believer, God 
stayed reluctantly. God finds joy in 
the company of all His people for 
we read that His delights are with 
the sons of men. Yet it remains a 
fact that His joy is greater in 
the fellowship of some than of 
others. God dwells in every be- 
liever’s heart, in every believer’s 
home, and in every church where 
true believers are, but He has 
greater pleasure dwelling in some 
hearts, and homes, and churches 
than in others. 

I learned last week of a profes- 
ing Christian, a member of a Bap- 
tist church, who celebrated the 
Christmas season with a cocktail 
party in his home! He had a bar, 
waiters, and all. If that man was 
saved, a weak Christian but actual- 
ly a saved man, then the Lord was 
in his home that night and at 
that drinking party! I wonder how 
He felt. 

Then again see 


The Contrast in Prayer 

When Abraham learned that 
Sodom was to be destroyed, he 
at once gave himself to prayer 
and began to plead that Sodom 
might be spared. Read the second 
half of this 18th chapter describ- 
ing Abraham’s prayer and see if 
you don’t agree with me that 
this is one of the greatest pray- 
ers in the Bible. With reverence, 
yet with holy boldness, he pleads 
with God for the salvation of the 
doomed city. He reminds God that 
there are several righteous people 
in the city and for their sakes 
will not God spare all the rest? 
How he pleads! How he argues! 
Hiow he entreats! He wins from 
God a promise to spare the place 
if fifty righteous can be found 
there. Abraham starts with this 
fifty and pleads with God to make 
it forty-five, God yields to his 
entreaty. He brings it down to 
forty and again God is moved to 
agree. He holds on to God with 
his pleading and brings the num- 
ber from forty to thirty, then from 
thirty to twenty, from twenty 
down to ten. And God is so moved 
with the earnestness and compas- 
sion of Abraham that He actually 
agreed tospare the entire city even 
if only ten righteous men could 
be found in it. What a master- 
piece of intercession! What a rev- 
elation of the great compassionate 
heart of this man called Abraham. 

Now consider Lot. Did Lot pray 
for Sodom? Did Lot intercede 
for the doomed thousands in the 


Us four, and no more.” 


Are there any boys and girls 
reading this sermon? It won’t hurt 
them. Here’s a little poem for 
them to learn. It may save them 
from the selfishness of Lot: 


I had a little party 

One afternoon at three. 

Just three folks were invited, 
I, Myself, and Me. 


Myself ate all the sandwiches, 
And I drank all the tea. 

And it was I that ate the pie, 
And passed the cake to Me. 


Poor, selfish Lot! In a day of 
overwhelming disaster for thous- 
ands of his fellow beings his one 
only concern was, “Let me es- 
cape." How vastly different from 
his great-hearted uncle who pray- 
ed compassionately for the salva- 
tion of others. 

Look now at 


The Contrast in Faith 

The fact that moved Abraham 
to pray was that so many would 
die if Sodom was destroyed. Hear 
him, “Wilt thou destroy ALL THE 
PLACE for lack of five?” I think 
I can hear him saying those three 
words, “all the place.” Five 
represented so few, “all the place” 
represented so many. His whole 
appeal to God for mercy on the 
basis of the greatness of the city 
and the thousands of lives involv- 
ed. 

Lot also presented an argument 


to God for the sparing of Zoar. 
He asked God to spare it but for 
the very opposite reason—that it 
was so small; “Behold now, this 
city is near to flee unto, and it is 
a little one: Oh, let me escape 
thither (is it not a little one) and 
my soul shall live.” Zoar was little 
more than a village but called a 
city in those days. Twice he re- 
minds God that it is “only a little 
one.” It was such a little place 
that perhaps God might be pleas- 
ed to spare it. Abraham pleads 
for mercy because of the great- 
ness of a city; Lot pleads for mer- 
cy because of the littleness of a 
city. ¥ 

Here, then, is the difference in 
faith between the two men. One 
asks God for great things, the oth- 
er for little things. The God of 
Abraham was a great God, and 
Abraham did business with God on 
that level. Lot’s God was a little 
God, someone like himself, who 
might be moved to do little things 
and for the reason that they were 
little. 


Lot is the father of all the men 
of little faith who have followed 
after him. Jesus had some of them 
among His disciples, whom He ad- 
dressed.as “Ye of little faith.” 
Most churches have them, and 
most pastors have been exasper- 
ated and handcuffed by their pres- 
ence on church boards. Such men 
are willing to embark upon some 
enterprise for God that will cost 
a hundred dollars provided they 
have a hundred and one dollars 
in hand! If Jesus called them, like 
Peter, to step out of the boat and 


so provided they had a lifebelt un- 
der their arms, and a raft under 
their feet. Timid men, lacking in 
courage, lacking in faith, children 
of Lot. 

Other Christian men are adven- 
turous men, men of faith and true 
leadership. They make their plans 
big enough for an omnipotent God 
to get into them. They attempt 


generously, but makes light of it. 
The other gives, but as a matter 
of formality, of necessity, and so 
meagerly that it hardly deserves 
mention. 

In a church where I was pastor 
there were two women who were 
a perfect illustration of the differ- 
ence in giving between Abraham 
and Lot. One was the wife of 


great things for God and expect/a locomotive engineer. When his 
things from God. Such are the | fireman, a member of our church, 
children of Abraham. Such is the| asked him what he thought of Je- 


spiritual Christian. 
There is also 


A Contrast in Giving 
When Abraham 
guests to remain, he said, “I will 
fetch you a morsel of bread.” 
But by the time the table was set 
it was loaded with so much food, 
including a whole calf, that it 


wae <n 
invited his'| 


takes three verses in the Bible to'| 


describe all he set on that table! 
Abraham gave gladly, he 
readily, he gave lavishly, yet he 
made light of it all by calling it 
“a morsel of bread.” 

Now see Lot giving. “And Lot 


'pressed upon them greatly, and 


they turned in unto him, and en- 
tered into his house; and he made 
them a feast, and did bake un- 
leavened bread.’”’ That’s all the Bi- 
ble mentions—unleavened bread. 
Doubtless he put more on the-ta- 
ble, but nothing worth mention- 
ing. The silence of the Bible here 
is significant. All it considers as 
worth mentioning on that table 
was unleavened bread. 

This difference in giving is char- 
acteristic of the two kinds of be- 


walk on the water, they would do|lievers. One gives readily, gladly, 


gave | 


sus Christ, the engineer replied, 
“Not much, You see my wife is 
a member of your church. I make 
good money on this railroad. I 
give my wife all of my paycheck, 
and never ask her to give account 
of it. We own our own home. We 
have no family. We have all that 
we need. I happen to know that 
she gives to her church ten cents 
a week. I figure that if Jesus 
Christ isn’t worth any more to a 
person than ten cents a week, I 


‘can afford to live without him.” 


That happened in my church. 
Another woman in this same 
church asked me to pray that she 
would find a cheaper house to 
rent. She lived in a five-roomed 
flat with her son and husband. 
The rent was $18.00 monthly. She 
explained to me, “There is just 
the three of us. We could live 
nicely in three rooms, and ,we 


_would have more to give to the 


Lord.” She found a three-roomed 
flat in a poor district at $12.00 
monthly. She was radiant as she 
told me, “Pastor we will have 
$6.00 more each month to give to 
the Lord.” Their income was 


(Continued on page 12) 
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gentina and the Gold Coast. 


Sword Stewardship Statement 


| A Report of the Sword of the Lord Foundation’s Needs 


“THERE REMAINETH YET VERY MUCH LAND TO BE POSSESSED” (Josh. 13:1) 
FREE BOOKS FOR MINISTERIAL STUDENTS: 


Books sent out free to date, retail value 
Gifts received through February 10 
We hope to receive 60% of retail value ($5,697.96). 

Balance Needed 


: FREE MINISTERS & MISSIONARY SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

A fund whereby we seek to supply, as a missionary project, 

free subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD for needy 

Christians, usually full-time workers at home and abroad. 
Monthly Goal (What we would like to do every month) $ 


Needed by July 15 to pay final indebtedness on all 


! Gifts on hand through February 10 ~.-.-.--------~------ 
Balance Needed 


| “WHAT'S” FOR VENEZUELA: 
We have promised 50,000 “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” for Youth for Christ's 8th Annual World 
Conference on Evangelism at Caracas in August -$ 695.00 
| Gifts received to date ~-.-~--- “ -. 65,00 
Balance Pledged by Calvary Baptist Church, Wheaton $ 630.00 


“WHAT'S” FOR OTHER COUNTRIES: 
| Promised for India in the Hindi language 
Missionary Robert Rice wants up to 1,000,000 copies 

for Korea which would cost up to 
We have other urgent requests for aid, in some cases several 
from the same country, in Ceylon, Japan, Holland, Thailand, Ar- 


Please join us in prayer about these worthy needs, at the same 
time asking God what part He would have you play in meeting 
them. Then please do whatever He directs. 

“WHO AM |, AND WHAT IS MY PEOPLE, THAT WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO OFFER SO 
WILLINGLY AFTER THIS SORT? FOR ALL THINGS COME OF THEE, AND OF THINE 


OWN HAVE WE GIVEN THEE’ (! Chron. 29:14). 


eehereringencartiemaainanys $ 9,496.60 
4,526.88 


serwenceeniiotnqntess $ 1,171.08 


5,500.00 
2,950.72 


_ 3,013.58 
Biclonkt er. $ 3,136.42 


Niel dndecslebpamaciaenta $ 403.80 
$10,000.00 


Abraham or Lot--Which... ? 


(Continued from page 11) 


$27.00 weekly. Their flat was al- 
most bare of furniture. I recall 
that there was no carpet on the 
floor, for as I would kneel to pray 
with them during a visit the hus- 
band would slip a piece of news- 
paper under my knees so that I 
was not kneeling on the bare 
floor. This couple went to a Mis- 
sionary Conference and when ask- 
ed to make a pledge for missions 
they pledged for that one particu- 
lar effort $700.00. A few years 
afterward I learned that they paid 
every dollar of their pledge. 

Here was one woman out of her 
poverty giving $700.00 to missions, 
and another woman out of her 
plenty giving the Lord ten cents 
per week. One was a follower of 
Abraham; the other a follower of 
Lot. The question recurs, Which 
am I? Which are you? 

Then again see 


The Contrast in Family 


Righteousness 
Concerning Abraham, God said, 
“For I know Abraham, that he 


will command his children after 
him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord” (Gen. 
ham you See had a good testi- 
mony before his family, and be- 
cause of his influence and example 
they “kept the way of the Lord,” 
The family record reads “Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob,...... Christ.” 

How vastly different with the 
family of Lot. “And Lot went 
out, and spake unto his sons in 
law, which married his daughters, 
and said, Up, get you out of this 
place: for the Lord will destroy 
this city. But he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons in law” 
(Gen. 19:14). 

These godless young men who 
had married his daughters laughed 
in Lot’s face. They thought it a 
joke that he would suddenly be- 
come interested in their salvation 
after compromising for years. 
Having lost his testimony among 
them he had no power or in- 
fluence over them and they died 
with his married daughters in the 
fiery judgment of God. 

As for Lot’s wife, her heart 
was still in Sodom, so she looked 
back and died in her tracks, And 
while God took his two unmarried 
daughters out of Sodom, He could 
not take Sodom out of them, for 
in the light of what happened 
between Lot and his daughters it 
would have been a mercy to man- 
kind if they had died with their 
mother. The two sons unlawfully 
born to the daughters of Lot, Am- 
mon and Moab, became the pro- 
genitors of the Ammonites and 
Moabites, enemies of Israel, and a 
thorn in the sides of the nations 
to this day. Such was the terri- 
ble price this carnal believer paid, 
in his family and posterity, for his 


oe 


18:19). Abra- | 


| 


| 


| 


compromise and unfaithfulness to 
God. 

Finally, there is 
A Contrast in Eternal Reward 

It was love of material gain 
that led Lot, first toward Sodom, 
and finally into Sodom. He became 
a wealthy man, He amassed much 
of this world’s goods. He owned 
real estate inside and outside Sod- 
om. Yet when Lot was _ dragged 
by the angels out of the doomed 
city, he left all of it behind 
him. His real estate became very 
unreal when the fiery flood en- 
gulfed it. All he had went up in 
smoke and he escaped with only 
the clothes on his back. 

This, my friends is both his- 
tory and prophecy. For the day 
will come when every child of 
God, both the carnal and spiritual 
believer, will stand before God 
at the judgment seat, not to be 
judged for salvation, but for their 
eternal reward. This judgment 
will be by fire, it will determine 
whether we shall be rewarded or 
rebuked, whether we _ shall 
Him Say, 
faithful servant,” or whether we 
shall stand, “Ashamed before Him 
at His coming.” 

To the Corinthian Christians, 
Paul wrote, “Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest; for the 
day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work 
of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built 
thereupon he shall receive a re- 
ward. If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss; but 
he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as by fire” (I Cor. 3:13-15). 

That was Lot's fate on earth— 
he was saved yet so as through 
a tire. What this will mean to a 
believer at the judgment seat of 
Christ, I do not know. I am 
preaching this sermon so that you, 


my reader, may never find out. 
God’s illustration of it is Lot’s 
terrible experience. He was 


dragged bodily by angels out of the 
doomed city and barely escaped 
destruction with the ungodly. 


Today as I look upon the mill- 
ing masses of professing Christ- 
tions, careless, prayerless, Bible- 
neglecting, worldly, unfaithful and 
unfruitful, I tremble as I think of 
the judgment seat of Christ. Since 
Christ may come for His own at 
any moment, therefore any day 
these millions of carnal Christians 
may find themselves face to face 
with judgment by fire. Despite an 
open Bible they actually think 
that if only they can die trusting 
in Christ for the salvation of their 
soul, their unfaithful living will 
make no difference in eternity. 
What a delusion! Dr. W. Graham 
Scroggie once said, “I would rath- 
er go through the Great Tribula- 


hear | 
“Well done, good and | 


Letter Month Here! 


(Continued from page 1) 


fight with nobody to care, but 
that thousands of you pray for us 
regularly and believe in what we 
are trying to do? 

We want to know of the bless- 
ings received through THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD. We want counsel 
about how to make THE SWORD a 
greater blessing. We want spiritual 
suggestions. We frankly put this 
reason first. We WANT YOUR 
LETTERS, in answer to our own 
letter to you in THE SworpD each 
week. Won’t you answer our week- 
ly letter to you with your personal 
letter to us? 


2. We NEED your letters. Are 
we feeding the souls of the saints? 
Are we helping you win souls? 
Are the Bible teachings meeting 
your need and that of those you 
deal with? What great heresy, 
what false cult do you think needs 
to be answered and warned 
against in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
We need to know these things. 


Does the crossword puzzle 
feature help enlist. your family 
in spiritual reading and study, 
as it is intended to do? How 
would we know unless you say 
so? Should we have a famous 
Christian novel running serially in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, as we 
have been planning to do soon? 
Is our attack on modernism, de- 
fending the virgin birth of Christ 
and the inspired, infallible Word 
of God, really helping people? 
How can we make it more ef- 
fective? What more do you need 
in THE Sworp than we now sup- 
ply? And how can we know these 
things unless you write? You see, 
we actually NEED your letters. 


3. You surely HAVE A DUTY to 
write us if the Sworp has helped 
you. Is there not a solemn obli- 
gation for those who are blessed 
to say so? You remember that 
Moses challenged those who would 
stand by him against the golden 
calf and the naked idolatry of 
the people, “Who is on the Lord’s 
side? let him come unto me’ 
(Exod. 32:26). Was there not an 
obligation for those who would 
stand by Moses and the Lord in 
this matter to say so? Then is 
there not the same obligation for 
those who are on the Lord’s side 
in the things we are working so 
hard to do concerning soul win- 
ning, defending the faith, build- 


ing up saints, to say so? 

Did not the dear Saviour re-| 
quire of the woman who knelt 
behind Him 
touched His garment and was 
instantly healed that she claim it 
openly? He said, “Who touched 
me?” and again, “Somebody hath 
touched me: for I perceive that 
virtue is gone out of me” (Luke 
8:45, 46). If that woman who was 
healed had a solemn obligation to 
confess it openly, do not people 
who are blessed through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD have an obli- 
gation to confess it and encourage 
this good work? 

Jesus laid down the rule that 
“Whosoever therefore shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I 
confess also before my Father 


tion than endure what I believe 
some Christians will go through 
at the Judgment Seat of Christ.” 


in the throng and) 


It is not too late for the car- 
nal Christian to rise from his low 
level of Christian living and ser- 
vice and begin to be all-out for 
Jesus Christ. We are still in the 
land of the living and Christ has 
not yet come. “One star,” said 
Paul, “differeth from another star 
in glory. So also is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead” (I Cor. 15:41,42). 
As each star has its own peculiar 
brilliance and glory, so will each 
believer be granted a degree of 
glory equal to his faithfulness. 
Thus Abraham will shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, while 
the eternal glory of Lot will be 
dulled by his carnality. The car- 
nal Christian may rob God of 
time, of money, of love, of obedi- 
ence, of faithfulness, but in rob- 
bing God he is robbing himself 
and that forever. Oh, by the im- 
inence of Christ’s coming, by the 
glory of a full reward, by God’s 
warning of rebuke and _ recom- 
pense for unfaithfulness, and this 
above all—by the love of Christ 
who died for you, I entreat you, 
my Christian friend, to live a 
spiritual, and not a carnal, Chris- 
tian life. 


which is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32). 
So an open confession of blessing 
received and of a stand taken is 
a solemn obligation on a Christian. 
Surely, then, those who are blessed 
through THE SwWorRD OF THE LORD 
ought to say so. 

No one can be blessed without 
some obligation. No one can face 
the truth without being responsi- 
ble before God to do something 
about it. A lost sinner cannot hear 
the Gospel preached and ignore it 
without sin. A Christian cannot 
face the solemn truth and blessing 
in THE SworRD OF THE LORD, surely, 
without doing something about it, 
except by displeasing God. So we 
encourage you to write because 
we believe you ought to write. 

4. We think you will want to 
write also BECAUSE OF 
SPECIAL CONCESSIONS DUR- 
ING LETTER MONTH. These 
special concessions for those who 
write during Letter Month are as 
follows: 

First, for every retail cash order 
or every gift to any of the Sword 
of the Lord work during Letter 
Month, we will send the beautiful 
gift book, The Life of Jesus. It 
has 96 large pages, size 7 x 10. 
Remember, this beautiful book in 
colors, cartoon style, but the whole 
life story of Jesus given princi- 
pally in the language of the King 
James Version of the Bible, is 
free with retail cash orders or 
gifts. 

Second, we offer a special print- 
ing of the booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” (dark green 
ink on lovely yellow paper, very 
attractive), at the rate of $1 per 
hundred plus 15c postage and 
handling. We suggest that you 
stock up on this booklet during 
Letter Month. 

Third, the editor’s brand-new 
book of twelve sermons on the 
crucifixion of Christ, Watching 
Jesus Die, approximately 240 
pages, library binding, may be 
bought for $2.50, or we will send it 
absolutely free with cash orders 
or gifts of $10 or more during 
Letter Month. 

So you will want to write be- 
cause of these special concessions 
made during the month. 


What to Write 


Now briefly let me suggest what 
to write. 

1. We will be greatly pleased to 
have you tell of actual blessings 
received through THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp. Last week I was in 
Decatur, Alabama. A man met me 
before the service, held my hand 
and said, “I have looked forward 
for months to this privilege! I 
have wanted to shake your hand 
and thank you. Six months ago 
I found Christ through your little 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” Since then my mother 
has been saved, my wife and my 
boy! I cannot tell you how glad 
I am to meet you!” His eyes 
were misty and so were mine. I 
hope many, many of you will tell 
of actual blessings, souls saved, 
people helped through THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD. 

2. Please encourage us to do 
right. We have letters all the time 
from modernists who do not want 
us to stand up for the Bible, for 
the deity of Christ. They do not 
want us to expose infidels in the 
churches. They do not want us 
to preach on the blood of Christ 
and they say so again and again. 
The other day one of the leading 
officials of the Christian Science 
movement came to see me, pro- 
testing against what was published 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD against 
Christian Science as it is falsely 
so-called, You see, we have plenty 
of discouragement. Now why don’t 
you write and encourage us? In 
Jesus’ name pray for us and write 
to tell us you are praying for us! 
Is that too much to ask of read- 
ers? 

3. Please make definite sugges- 
tions. Thus far we have felt that 
many Christian magazines have 
notes on the International Sunday 
School lessons and that we ought 
not to run comments on the Sun- 
day School lessons regularly. Is 
that decision right or wrong? We 
are planning to run serially in 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD a great 
Christian novel. Do you think that 
would be best or not? We hoped 
and believed that running the 
Bible crossword puzzles in THs 


Sworp would stir up interest in 
the Bible and would enlist even 
young Christians in serious Chris- 
tian reading. Do you think that 
is right? Please make loving, spir- 
itual suggestions. The Devil's 
crowd is always suggesting that 
we quit preaching against sin, that 
we do not oppose modernism, that 
we leave out the blood, the deity 
of Christ, etc. Now you give us 
some helpful suggestions, really 
Christian, spiritual suggestions, 
will you not? 

4. We plan to publish a few let- 
ters every week, and maybe 
your letter can be published. Most 
of them cannot. But please make 
your letters brief and to the 
point. Space is at a premium. We 
cannot publish long letters. Help 
us by writing simply, to the point, 
and briefly. | 

5. And of course we hope you 
will take advantage of some of 
our special offers and get the 
best blessings possible from Sword 
Letter Month which runs from 
now through the month of March. 

Address your letters to Sword 
of the Lord, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois, or, if you pre- 
fer, to the editor in person, 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


(Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5 
Include name, address, city, state in 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
rod eee weeks in advance of publication 
ate. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 


The favorite of millions. Write Fowlers’ 
Christian Book Store, 113 Main Street, 
Hamburg, New York. 


PHOTO FINISHING 


12 Jumbos from any size roll developed 
85¢c with this ad only. SL SKRUDLAND, 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 


“HEARTACHES”—Over broken homes? 
Over LOST relatives and friends? Send 
a personal Soul winner, Write YOUR MIS. 
SIONARY EVANGELIST, 1220 Lipan St., 
Denver 4, Colorado. 


God’s Cure 


for 
Anxious Care 


We hve in @ 
world of sickness, 
trouble, death, 
and distress. 


The need for comfort, for en- 
couragement, for guidance and 
strength is readily available for 
the Christian. In this book with a 
wealth of tenderness and deepest 
understanding of human hearts 
and needs, Dr. Rice gives us nine 
comforting, scriptural chapters, 
For the lonely—a chapter on the 
wonderful omnipresence of God 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
and the infinite, everlasting love 
of the heavenly Father. For the 
weary and the weak—the message 
of encouragement, 
patience through a God who is 
never discouraged, never tired, 
never at His wit’s end. 

The chapter on “Affectionate 
Christians” shows how a Christian 
can be happy with the people 
about him, with an additional les- 
son from the tenderness and af- 
fection of Christ for His own. 


In every chap- 
ter — paragraph 
on parapraph, 
sentence after 
sentence, Scrip- 
ture verse after 
verse, Dr. Rice 
states and proves 
and § illustrates 
that a Christian 
ought to be hap- 
Py, can have 
abundant comfort 


from God. 
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While you are ordering copies 
for others, we suggest that you 
order an extra copy for yourself. 
You will want one for your own 
comfort and blessing. 

It is beautifully bound in gray and 
stamped in magenta with endsheets done in 
a lovely design, 9 chapters, 127 pages, a 
gift you will be proud to give __._ $1.50 


(Add lic for postage and handling) 


Your bookdealer or 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
Publishers ~ 
Wheaton, Illinois 


strength and” 
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